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Explanation

The Code of Federal Regulations is a codification of the general and permanent
rules published in the Federal Register by the Executive departments and agen-
cies of the Federal Government. The Code is divided into 50 titles which represent
broad areas subject to Federal regulation. Each title is divided into chapters
which usually bear the name of the issuing agency. Each chapter is further sub-
divided into parts covering specific regulatory areas.

Each volume of the Code is revised at least once each calendar year and issued
on a quarterly basis approximately as follows:

Title 1 through Title 16.....ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e enes as of January 1
Title 17 through Title 27 as of April 1
Title 28 through Title 41 ..o as of July 1
Title 42 through Title 50....ccciuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e aens as of October 1

The appropriate revision date is printed on the cover of each volume.
LEGAL STATUS

The contents of the Federal Register are required to be judicially noticed (44
U.S.C. 1507). The Code of Federal Regulations is prima facie evidence of the text
of the original documents (44 U.S.C. 1510).

HOW TO USE THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS

The Code of Federal Regulations is kept up to date by the individual issues
of the Federal Register. These two publications must be used together to deter-
mine the latest version of any given rule.

To determine whether a Code volume has been amended since its revision date
(in this case, October 1, 2012), consult the ‘“‘List of CFR Sections Affected (LLSA),”
which is issued monthly, and the ‘“‘Cumulative List of Parts Affected,”” which
appears in the Reader Aids section of the daily Federal Register. These two lists
will identify the Federal Register page number of the latest amendment of any
given rule.

EFFECTIVE AND EXPIRATION DATES

Each volume of the Code contains amendments published in the Federal Reg-
ister since the last revision of that volume of the Code. Source citations for
the regulations are referred to by volume number and page number of the Federal
Register and date of publication. Publication dates and effective dates are usu-
ally not the same and care must be exercised by the user in determining the
actual effective date. In instances where the effective date is beyond the cut-
off date for the Code a note has been inserted to reflect the future effective
date. In those instances where a regulation published in the Federal Register
states a date certain for expiration, an appropriate note will be inserted following
the text.

OMB CONTROL NUMBERS
The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96-511) requires Federal agencies
to display an OMB control number with their information collection request.
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Many agencies have begun publishing numerous OMB control numbers as amend-
ments to existing regulations in the CFR. These OMB numbers are placed as
close as possible to the applicable recordkeeping or reporting requirements.

OBSOLETE PROVISIONS

Provisions that become obsolete before the revision date stated on the cover
of each volume are not carried. Code users may find the text of provisions in
effect on a given date in the past by using the appropriate numerical list of
sections affected. For the period before January 1, 2001, consult either the List
of CFR Sections Affected, 1949-1963, 1964-1972, 1973-1985, or 1986-2000, published
in eleven separate volumes. For the period beginning January 1, 2001, a ‘“‘List
of CFR Sections Affected’ is published at the end of each CFR volume.

“[RESERVED]”’ TERMINOLOGY

The term ‘‘[Reserved]’”’ is used as a place holder within the Code of Federal
Regulations. An agency may add regulatory information at a ‘‘[Reserved]’ loca-
tion at any time. Occasionally ‘‘[Reserved]’’ is used editorially to indicate that
a portion of the CFR was left vacant and not accidentally dropped due to a print-
ing or computer error.

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

What is incorporation by reference? Incorporation by reference was established
by statute and allows Federal agencies to meet the requirement to publish regu-
lations in the Federal Register by referring to materials already published else-
where. For an incorporation to be valid, the Director of the Federal Register
must approve it. The legal effect of incorporation by reference is that the mate-
rial is treated as if it were published in full in the Federal Register (6 U.S.C.
562(a)). This material, like any other properly issued regulation, has the force
of law.

What is a proper incorporation by reference? The Director of the Federal Register
will approve an incorporation by reference only when the requirements of 1 CFR
part 51 are met. Some of the elements on which approval is based are:

(a) The incorporation will substantially reduce the volume of material pub-
lished in the Federal Register.

(b) The matter incorporated is in fact available to the extent necessary to
afford fairness and uniformity in the administrative process.

(¢) The incorporating document is drafted and submitted for publication in
accordance with 1 CFR part 51.

What if the material incorporated by reference cannot be found? If you have any
problem locating or obtaining a copy of material listed as an approved incorpora-
tion by reference, please contact the agency that issued the regulation containing
that incorporation. If, after contacting the agency, you find the material is not
available, please notify the Director of the Federal Register, National Archives
and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001, or
call 202-741-6010.

CFR INDEXES AND TABULAR GUIDES

A subject index to the Code of Federal Regulations is contained in a separate
volume, revised annually as of January 1, entitled CFR INDEX AND FINDING AIDS.
This volume contains the Parallel Table of Authorities and Rules. A list of CFR
titles, chapters, subchapters, and parts and an alphabetical list of agencies pub-
lishing in the CFR are also included in this volume.

An index to the text of ‘““Title 3—The President’ is carried within that volume.
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The Federal Register Index is issued monthly in cumulative form. This index
is based on a consolidation of the ‘‘Contents” entries in the daily Federal Reg-
ister.

A List of CFR Sections Affected (LSA) is published monthly, keyed to the
revision dates of the 50 CFR titles.

REPUBLICATION OF MATERIAL

There are no restrictions on the republication of material appearing in the
Code of Federal Regulations.

INQUIRIES

For a legal interpretation or explanation of any regulation in this volume,
contact the issuing agency. The issuing agency’s name appears at the top of
odd-numbered pages.

For inquiries concerning CFR reference assistance, call 202-741-6000 or write
to the Director, Office of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records
Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001 or e-mail
fedreg.info@nara.gov.

SALES

The Government Printing Office (GPO) processes all sales and distribution of
the CFR. For payment by credit card, call toll-free, 866-512-1800, or DC area, 202-
512-1800, M-F 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. e.s.t. or fax your order to 202-512-2104, 24 hours
a day. For payment by check, write to: US Government Printing Office — New
Orders, P.O. Box 979050, St. Louis, MO 63197-9000.

ELECTRONIC SERVICES

The full text of the Code of Federal Regulations, the LSA (List of CFR Sections
Affected), The United States Government Manual, the Federal Register, Public
Laws, Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, Compilation of Presi-
dential Documents and the Privacy Act Compilation are available in electronic
format via www.ofr.gov. For more information, contact the GPO Customer Con-
tact Center, U.S. Government Printing Office. Phone 202-512-1800, or 866-512-1800
(toll-free). E-mail, gpo@custhelp.com.

The Office of the Federal Register also offers a free service on the National
Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) World Wide Web site for public
law numbers, Federal Register finding aids, and related information. Connect
to NARA’s web site at www.archives.gov/federal-register.

CHARLES A. BARTH,
Director,

Office of the Federal Register.
October 1, 2012.
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THIS TITLE

Title 47—TELECOMMUNICATION is composed of five volumes. The parts in these
volumes are arranged in the following order: Parts 0-19, parts 20-39, parts 40—
69, parts 70-79, and part 80 to end. All five volumes contain chapter I—Federal
Communications Commission. The last volume, part 80 to end, also includes chap-
ter II—Office of Science and Technology Policy and National Security Council,
chapter III—National Telecommunications and Information Administration, De-
partment of Commerce, and chapter IV—National Telecommunications and Infor-
mation Administration, Department of Commerce, and National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, Department of Transportation. The contents of these vol-
umes represent all current regulations codified under this title of the CFR as
of October 1, 2012.

Part 73 contains a numerical designation of FM broadcast channels (§73.201)
and a table of FM allotments designated for use in communities in the United
States, its territories, and possessions (§73.202). Part 73 also contains a numerical
designation of television channels (§73.603) and a table of allotments which con-
tain channels designated for the listed communities in the United States, its
territories, and possessions (§73.606).

The OMB control numbers for the Federal Communications Commission, ap-
pear in §0.408 of chapter I. For the convenience of the user §0.408 is reprinted
in the Finding Aids section of the second through fifth volumes.

For this volume, Cheryl E. Sirofchuck was Chief Editor. The Code of Federal
Regulations publication program is under the direction of Michael L. White, as-
sisted by Ann Worley.
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CHAPTER |I—FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION (CONTINUED)

SUBCHAPTER C—BROADCAST RADIO SERVICES

Part Page
70-72 [Reserved]
73 Radio broadcast SErVICES ...vvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieennne, 5
74 Experimental radio, auxiliary, special broadcast
and other program distributional services ........... 428
76 Multichannel video and cable television service ..... 543
78 Cable television relay Service ......ccccocvviiiviiiininnnnn.. 742
79 Closed captioning and video description of video
PrOSraIMIMINIG oottt et eeeeeeeenaeens 774

SUPPLEMENTAL PUBLICATIONS: Annual Reports of the Federal Communications Commission to Con-
gress.
Federal Communications Commission Reports of Orders and Decision.
Communications Act of 1934 (with amendments and index thereto), Recap. Version May 1989.
Broadcast Operator Handbook, 1976 edition.






SUBCHAPTER C—BROADCAST RADIO SERVICES

PARTS 70-72 [RESERVED]

PART 73—RADIO BROADCAST
SERVICES

Subpart A—AM Broadcast Stations

Sec.

73.1 Scope.

73.14 AM broadcast definitions.

73.21 Classes of AM broadcast channels and
stations.

73.23 AM broadcast station applications af-
fected by international agreements.

73.24 Broadcast facilities; showing required.

73.25 Clear channels; Class A, Class B and
Class D stations.

73.26 Regional channels; Class B and Class D
stations.

73.27 Local channels; Class C stations.

73.28 Assignment of stations to channels.

73.29 Class C stations on regional channels.

73.30 Petition for authorization of an allot-
ment in the 1605-1705 kHz band.

73.31 Rounding of nominal power specified
on applications.

73.33 Antenna systems; showing required.

73.35 Calculation of improvement factors.

73.37 Applications for broadcast facilities,
showing required.

73.44 AM transmission system emission lim-
itations.

73.45 AM antenna systems.

73.49 AM transmission system fencing re-
quirements.

73.561 Determining operating power.

73.683 Requirements for authorization of an-
tenna monitors.

73.54 Antenna resistance
measurements.

73.57 Remote reading antenna and common
point ammeters.

73.58 Indicating instruments.

73.61 AM directional antenna field strength
measurements.

73.62 Directional antenna system operation
and tolerances.

73.68 Sampling systems for antenna mon-
itors.

73.69 Antenna monitors.

73.72 Operating during the experimental pe-
riod.

73.88 Blanketing interference.

73.99 Presunrise service authorization
(PSRA) and Postsunset service author-
ization (PSSA).

73.127 Use of multiplex transmission.

73.128 AM stereophonic broadcasting.

73.132 Territorial exclusivity.

73.150 Directional antenna systems.

and reactance

73.151 Field strength measurements to es-
tablish performance of directional anten-
nas.

73.152 Modification of directional antenna
data.

73.153 Field strength measurements in sup-
port of applications or evidence at hear-
ings.

73.154 AM directional antenna partial proof
of performance measurements.

73.155 Periodic directional antenna perform-
ance recertification.

73.157 Antenna testing during daytime.

73.158 Directional antenna monitoring
points.

73.160 Vertical plane radiation characteris-
tics, f(0).

73.182 Engineering standards of allocation.

73.183 Groundwave signals.

73.184 Groundwave field strength graphs.

73.185 Computation of interfering signal.

73.186 Establishment of effective field at
one kilometer.

73.187 Limitation on daytime radiation.

73.189 Minimum antenna heights or field
strength requirements.

73.190 Engineering charts and related for-
mulas.

Subpart B—FM Broadcast Stations

73.201 Numerical designation of FM broad-
cast channels.

73.202 Table of Allotments.

73.203 Availability of channels.

73.204 International agreements and other
restrictions on use of channels.

73.205 Zones.

73.207 Minimum distance
tween stations.

73.208 Reference points and distance com-
putations.

73.209 Protection from interference.

73.210 Station classes.

73.211 Power and antenna height require-
ments.

73.212 Administrative changes in authoriza-
tions.

73.213 Grandfathered short-spaced stations.

73.215 Contour protection for short-spaced
assignments.

73.220 Restrictions on use of channels.

73.232 Territorial exclusivity.

73.239 TUse of common antenna site.

73.2568 Indicating instruments.

73.267 Determining operating power.

73.277 Permissible transmissions.

73.293 TUse of FM multiplex subcarriers.

73.295 FM subsidiary communications serv-
ices.

73.297 FM stereophonic sound broadcasting.

73.310 FM technical definitions.

73.311 Field strength contours.

separation be-
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73.312
73.313
73.314
73.315

Topographic data.

Prediction of coverage.

Field strength measurements.

FM transmitter location.

73.316 FM antenna systems.

73.317 FM transmission system
ments.

73.318 FM blanketing interference.

73.319 FM multiplex subcarrier technical
standards.

73.322 FM stereophonic sound transmission
standards.

73.333 Engineering charts.

require-

Subpart C—Digital Audio Broadcasting

73.401 Scope.

73.402 Definitions.

73.403 Digital audio broadcasting service re-
quirements.

73.404 Interim hybrid IBOC DAB operation.

Subpart D—Noncommercial Educational
FM Broadcast Stations

73.501 Channels available for assignment.

73.502 [Reserved]

73.503 Licensing requirements and service.

73.504 Channel assignments in the Mexican
border area.

73.505 Zones.

73.506 Classes of noncommercial
cational FM stations and channels.

73.507 Minimum distance separations be-
tween stations.

73.608 Standards of good engineering prac-
tice.

73.509 Prohibited overlap.

73.5610 Antenna systems.

73.511 Power and antenna height require-
ments.

73.612 Special procedures applicable to Class
D noncommercial educational stations.

73.513 Noncommercial educational FM sta-
tions operating on unreserved channels.

73.514 Protection from interference.

73.5615 NCE FM transmitter location.

73.6256 TV Channel 6 protection.

73.558 Indicating instruments.

73.561 Operating schedule; time sharing.

73.567 Determining operating power.

73.593 Subsidiary communications services.

73.597 FM stereophonic sound broadcasting.

73.599 NCE-FM engineering charts.

edu-

Subpart E—Television Broadcast Stations

73.601 Scope of subpart.

73.602 Cross reference to rules
parts.

73.603 Numerical designation of television
channels.

73.606 Table of allotments.

73.607 Availability of channels.

73.609 Zones.

73.610 Minimum distance separations be-
tween stations.

in other
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73.611 Reference points and distance com-
putations.

73.612 Protection from interference.

73.613 Protection of Class A TV stations.

73.614 Power and antenna height require-
ments.

73.615 Administrative changes in authoriza-
tions.

73.616 Post-transition DTV station inter-
ference protection.

73.621 Noncommercial educational TV sta-
tions.

73.622 Digital television table of allotments.

73.623 DTV applications and changes to
DTV allotments.

73.624 Digital television broadcast stations.

73.625 DTV coverage of principal commu-
nity and antenna system.

73.626 DTV distributed transmission sys-
tems.

73.635 Use of common antenna site.

73.641 Subscription TV definitions.

73.642 Subscription TV service.

73.643 Subscription TV operating require-
ments.

73.644 Subscription TV transmission sys-
tems.

73.646 Telecommunications Service on the
Vertical Blanking Interval and in the
Visual Signal.

73.653 Operation of TV aural and visual
transmitters.

73.658 Affiliation agreements and network
program practices; territorial exclusivity
in non-network program arrangements.

73.6569-73.663 [Reserved]

73.664 Determining operating power.

73.665 Use of TV aural baseband subcarriers.

73.667 TV subsidiary communications serv-
ices.

73.669 TV stereophonic aural and multiplex
subcarrier operation.

73.670 Commercial limits in children’s pro-
grams.

73.671 Educational and informational pro-
gramming for children.

73.672 [Reserved]

73.673 Public information initiatives regard-
ing educational and informational pro-
gramming for children.

73.674 Digital television transition notices
by broadcasters.

73.681 Definitions.

73.682 TV transmission standards.

73.683 Field strength contours and presump-
tive determination of field strength at
individual locations.

73.684 Prediction of coverage.

73.685 Transmitter location and antenna
system.

73.686 Field strength measurements.

73.687 Transmission system requirements.

73.688 Indicating instruments.

73.691 Visual modulation monitoring.

73.698 Tables.

73.699 TV engineering charts.
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Subpart F—International Broadcast Stations

73.701 Definitions.

73.702 Assignment and use of frequencies.

73.703 Geographical zones and areas of re-
ception.

73.712 Equipment tests.

73.713 Program tests.

73.731 Licensing requirements.

73.732 Authorizations.

73.733 Normal license period.

73.751 Operating power.

73.753 Antenna systems.

73.754 Frequency monitors.

73.755 Modulation monitors.

73.756 System specifications for double-side-
band (DBS) modulated emissions in the
HF broadcasting service.

73.757 System specifications for single-side-
band (SSB) modulated emissions in the
HF broadcasting service.

73.758 System specifications for digitally
modulated emissions in the HF broad-
casting service.

73.759 Auxiliary transmitters.

73.760 Alternate main transmitters.

73.761 Modification of transmission sys-
tems.
73.762 Time of operation.

73.765
73.766
73.781
73.782

Determining operating power.

[Reserved]

Logs.

Retention of logs.

73.787 Station identification.

73.788 Service; commercial
programs.

or sponsored

Subpart G—Low Power FM Broadcast
Stations (LPFM)

73.801 Broadcast regulations applicable to
LPFM stations.

73.805 Availability of channels.

73.807 Minimum distance separation be-
tween stations.

73.808 Distance computations.

73.809 Interference protection to full service
FM stations.

73.810 Third adjacent channel complaint
and license modification procedure.

73.811 LPFM power and antenna height re-
quirements.

73.812 Rounding
heights.

73.813 Determination of antenna height
above average terrain (HAAT).

73.816 Antennas.

73.8256 Protection to reception of TV chan-
nel 6.

73.827 Interference to the input signals of
FM translator or FM booster stations.
73.840 Operating power and mode toler-

ances.
73.845 Transmission system operation.
73.850 Operating schedule.
73.853 Licensing requirements and service.
73.854 Unlicensed operations.

of power and antenna
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73.855 Ownership limits.

73.858 Attribution of LPFM station inter-
ests.

73.860 Cross-ownership.

73.865 Assignment and transfer of LPFM li-
censes.

73.870 Processing of LPFM broadcast sta-
tion applications.

73.871 Amendment of LPFM broadcast sta-
tion applications.

73.872 Selection procedure for mutually ex-
clusive LPFM applications.

73.873 LPFM license period.

73.875 Modification of transmission
tems.

73.877 Station logs for LPFM stations.

73.878 Station inspections by FCC; avail-
ability to FCC of station logs and
records.

73.879 Signal retransmission.

73.881 Equal employment opportunities.

Sys-

Subpart H—Rules Applicable to All
Broadcast Stations

73.1001 Scope.

73.1010 Cross reference to rules in other
parts.

73.1015 Truthful written statements and re-
sponses to Commission inquiries and cor-
respondence.

73.1020 Station license period.

73.1030 Notifications concerning inter-
ference to radio astronomy, research and
receiving installations.

73.1120 Station location.

73.1125 Station main studio location.

73.1150 Transferring a station.

73.1201 Station identification.

73.1202 Retention of letters received from
the public.

73.1206 Broadcast of telephone conversa-
tions.

73.1207 Rebroadcasts.

73.1208 Broadcast of taped, filmed, or re-
corded material.

73.1209 References to time.

73.1210 TV/FM dual-language broadcasting
in Puerto Rico.

73.1211 Broadcast of lottery information.

73.1212 Sponsorship identification; list re-
tention; related requirements.

73.1213 Antenna structure, marking and
lighting.

73.1215 Specifications for indicating instru-
ments.

73.1216 Licensee-conducted contests.

73.1217 Broadcast hoaxes.

73.1225 Station inspection by FCC.

73.1226 Availability to FCC of station logs
and records.

73.1230 Posting of station license.

73.1250 Broadcasting emergency
tion.

73.1300 Unattended station operation.

73.1350 Transmission system operation.

informa-
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73.1400 Transmission
and control.

73.1510 Experimental authorizations.

73.1515 Special field test authorizations.

73.1520 Operation for tests and mainte-
nance.

73.1530 Portable test stations [Definition].

73.1540 Carrier frequency measurements.

73.1545 Carrier frequency departure toler-
ances.

73.1560 Operating power
ances.

73.1570 Modulation levels: AM, FM, TV and
Class A TV aural.

73.1580 Transmission system inspections.

73.1590 Equipment performance measure-
ments.

73.1610 Equipment tests.

73.1615 Operation during modification of fa-
cilities.

73.1620 Program tests.

73.1635 Special temporary authorizations
(STA).

73.1650 International agreements.

73.1660 Acceptability of broadcast transmit-
ters.

73.1665 Main transmitters.

73.1670 Auxiliary transmitters.

73.1675 Auxiliary antennas.

73.1680 Emergency antennas.

73.1690 Modification of transmission sys-
tems.

73.1692 Broadcast station construction near
or installation on an AM broadcast
tower.

73.1695 Changes in transmission standards.

73.1700 Broadcast day.

73.1705 Time of operation.

73.1710 Unlimited time.

73.1715 Share time.

73.1720 Daytime.

73.1726 Limited time.

73.1730 Specified hours.

73.1736 AM station operation pre-sunrise
and post-sunset.

73.1740 Minimum operating schedule.

73.1745 TUnauthorized operation.

73.1750 Discontinuance of operation.

73.1800 General requirements related to the
station log.

73.1820 Station log.

73.1835 Special technical records.

73.1840 Retention of logs.

73.1870 Chief operators.

73.1940 Legally qualified candidates for pub-
lic office.

73.1941 Equal opportunities.

73.1942 Candidate rates.

73.1943 Political file.

73.1944 Reasonable access.

system monitoring

and mode toler-

73.2080 Equal employment opportunities
(EEO).

73.2090 Ban on discrimination in broadcast
transactions.

73.3500 Application and report forms.
73.3511 Applications required.
73.3512 Where to file; number of copies.

47 CFR Ch. | (10-1-12 Edition)

73.3513
73.3514
73.3516

Signing of applications.

Content of applications.

Specification of facilities.

73.3517 Contingent applications.

73.3518 Inconsistent or conflicting applica-
tions.

73.3519 Repetitious applications.

73.3520 Multiple applications.

73.3521 Mutually exclusive applications for
low power television, television trans-
lators and television booster stations.

73.3522 Amendment of applications.

73.3523 Dismissal of applications in renewal
proceedings.

73.3526 Agreements for removing applica-
tion conflicts.

73.3526 Local public inspection file of com-
mercial stations.

73.3527 Local public inspection file of non-
commercial educational stations.

73.35633 Application for construction permit
or modification of construction permit.

73.3534 [Reserved]

73.3536 Application for license to cover con-
struction permit.

73.3537 Application for license to use former
main antenna as an auxiliary.

73.3538 Application to make changes in an
existing station.

73.35639 Application for renewal of license.

73.3540 Application for voluntary assign-
ment or transfer of control.

73.3541 Application for involuntary assign-
ment of license or transfer of control.
73.3542 Application for emergency author-

ization.

73.3543 Application for renewal or modifica-
tion of special service authorization.

73.3544 Application to obtain a modified sta-
tion license.

73.3545 Application for permit to deliver
programs to foreign stations.

73.3549 Requests for extension of time to op-
erate without required monitors, indi-
cating instruments, and EAS encoders
and decoders.

73.3550 Requests for new or modified call
sign assignments.

73.35556 Multiple ownership.

73.35566 Duplication of programming on com-
monly owned or time brokered stations.

73.3561 Staff consideration of applications
requiring Commission action.

73.3562 Staff consideration of applications
not requiring action by the Commission.

73.3564 Acceptance of applications.

73.3566 Defective applications.

73.3568 Dismissal of applications.

73.3571 Processing of AM broadcast station
applications.

73.3572 Processing of TV broadcast, Class A
TV broadcast, low power TV, TV trans-
lators, and TV booster applications.

73.3573 Processing FM broadcast station ap-
plications.

73.3574 Processing of international broad-
cast station applications.
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73.3578 Amendments to applications for re-
newal, assignment or transfer of control.

73.3580 Local public notice of filing of
broadcast applications.

73.3584 Procedure for filing petitions to
deny.

73.3587 Procedure for filing informal objec-
tions.

73.3588 Dismissal of petitions to deny or
withdrawal of informal objections.

73.3589 Threats to file petitions to deny or
informal objections.

73.3591 Grants without hearing.

73.3592 Conditional grant.

73.3593 Designation for hearing.

73.3594 Local public notice of designation
for hearing.

73.3597 Procedures on transfer and assign-
ment applications.

73.3598 Period of construction.

73.3601 Simultaneous modification and re-
newal of license.

73.3603 Special waiver procedure relative to
applications.

73.3605 Retention of applications in hearing
status after designation for hearing.

73.3612 Annual employment report.

73.3613 Filing of contracts.

73.3615 Ownership reports.

73.3617 Information available on the Inter-
net.

73.3700 Channel sharing.

73.3999 Enforcement of 18 U.S.C. 1464 (re-
strictions on the transmission of obscene
and indecent material).

73.4000 Listing of FCC policies.

73.40056 Advertising—refusal to sell.

73.4015 Applications for AM and FM con-
struction permits, incomplete or defec-
tive.

73.4017 Application processing: Commercial
FM stations.

73.4045 Barter agreements.

73.4050 Children’s TV programs.

73.4055 Cigarette advertising.

73.4060 Citizens agreements.

73.4075 Commercials, loud.

73.4082 Comparative broadcast hearings—
specialized programming formats.

73.4091 Direct broadcast satellites.

73.4094 Dolby encoder.

73.4095 Drug lyrics.

73.4097 EBS (now EAS) attention signals on
automated programing systems.

73.4099 Financial qualifications, certifi-
cation of.

73.4100 Financial qualifications; new AM
and FM stations.

73.4101 Financial qualifications, TV sta-

tions.

73.4102 FAA communications, broadcast of.

73.4104 FM assignment policies and proce-
dures.

73.4107 FM broadcast assignments, increas-
ing availability of.

73.4108 FM transmitter site map submis-
sions.
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73.4110 Format changes of stations.

73.4135 Interference to TV reception by FM
stations.

73.4140 Minority ownership; tax certificates
and distress sales.

73.41564 Network/AM, FM station affiliation
agreements.

73.4157 Network signals which adversely af-
fect affiliate broadcast service.
73.4163 Noncommercial nature of

cational broadcast stations.
73.4165 Obscene language.
73.4170 Obscene broadcasts.
73.4180 Payment disclosure:
plugola, kickbacks.
73.4185 Political broadcasting and
casting, the law of.
73.4190 Political candidate authorization
notice and sponsorship identification.
73.4195 Political advertising by UHF trans-

edu-

Payola,

tele-

lators.

73.4210 Procedure Manual: ‘“The Public and
Broadcasting”’.

73.4215 Program matter: Supplier identifica-
tion.

73.4242 Sponsorship identification rules, ap-
plicability of.

73.4246 Stereophonic pilot subcarrier use
during monophonic programming.

73.4247 STV: Competing applications.

73.4250 Subliminal perception.

73.4255 Tax certificates: Issuance of.

73.4260 Teaser announcements.

73.4265 Telephone conversation broadcasts
(network and like sources).

73.4266 Tender offer and proxy statements.

73.4267 Time brokerage.

73.4275 Tone clusters; audio attention-get-
ting devices.

73.4280 Character evaluation of broadcast
applicants.

Subpart I—Procedures for Competitive Bid-
ding and for Applications for Non-
commercial Educational Broadcast
Stations on Non-Reserved Channels

73.5000 Services subject to competitive bid-
ding.

73.5001 [Reserved]

73.5002 Application and certification proce-
dures; return of mutually exclusive ap-
plications not subject to competitive bid-
ding procedures; prohibition of collusion.

73.5003 Submission of full payments.

73.5004 [Reserved]

73.5005 Filing of long-form applications.

73.5006 Filing of petitions to deny against
long-form applications.

73.5007 Designated entity provisions.

73.5008 Definitions applicable for designated
entity provisions.

73.5009 Assignment or transfer of control.
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Subpart J—Class A Television Broadcast
Stations

73.6000 Definitions.

73.6001 Eligibility and service requirements.

73.6002 Licensing requirements.

73.6003-73.6005 [Reserved]

73.6006 Channel assignments.

73.6007 Power limitations.

73.6008 Distance computations.

73.6010 Class A TV station protected con-
tour.

73.6011 Protection of TV broadcast stations.

73.6012 Protection of Class A TV, low power
TV, and TV translator stations.

73.6013 Protection of DTV stations.

73.6014 Protection of digital Class A TV sta-
tions.

73.6016 Digital Class A TV station protec-
tion of TV broadcast stations.

73.6017 Digital Class A TV station protec-
tion of Class A TV and digital Class A TV
stations.

73.6018 Digital Class A TV station protec-
tion of DTV stations.

73.6019 Digital Class A TV station protec-
tion of low power TV, TV translator, dig-
ital low power TV and digital TV trans-
lator stations.

73.6020 Protection of stations in the land
mobile radio service.

73.6022 Negotiated interference and reloca-
tion agreements.

73.6023 Distributed transmission systems.

73.6024 Transmission standards and system
requirements.

73.60256 Antenna system and station loca-
tion.

73.6026 Broadcast regulations applicable to
Class A television stations.

73.6027 Class A TV notifications concerning
interference to radio astronomy, re-
search and receiving installations.

Subpart K—Application and Selection Pro-
cedures for Reserved Noncommercial
Educational Channels, and for Certain
Applications for Noncommercial Edu-
cational Stations on Non-Reserved
Channels

73.7000 Definition of terms (as used in sub-
part K only).

73.7001 Services subject to evaluation by
point system.

73.7002 Fair distribution of service on re-
served band FM channels.

73.7003 Point system selection procedures.

73.7004 Petitions to deny tentative se-
lectee(s).

73.7006 Holding period.

Subpart L—Incorporated Standards

73.8000 Incorporation by reference.
ALPHABETICAL INDEX—PART 73

10

47 CFR Ch. | (10-1-12 Edition)

AUTHORITY: 47 U.S.C. 154, 303, 334, 336, and
339.

Subpart A—AM Broadcast Stations

§73.1 Scope.

This subpart contains those rules
which apply exclusively to the AM
broadcast service and are in addition to
those rules in Subpart H which are
common to all AM, FM and TV broad-
cast services, commercial and non-
commercial.

[47 FR 8587, Mar. 1, 1982]

§73.14 AM broadcast definitions.

AM broadcast band. The band of fre-
quencies extending from 535 to 1705
kHz.

AM broadcast channel. The band of
frequencies occupied by the carrier and
the upper and lower sidebands of an
AM broadcast signal with the carrier
frequency at the center. Channels are
designated by their assigned carrier
frequencies. The 117 carrier frequencies
assigned to AM broadcast stations
begin at 540 kHz and progress in 10 kHz
steps to 1700 kHz. (See §73.21 for the
classification of AM broadcast chan-
nels).

AM broadcast station. A broadcast sta-
tion licensed for the dissemination of
radio communications intended to be
received by the public and operated on
a channel in the AM broadcast band.

Amplitude modulated stage. The radio-
frequency stage to which the modu-
lator is coupled and in which the car-
rier wave is modulated in accordance
with the system of amplitude modula-
tion and the characteristics of the
modulating wave.

Amplitude modulator stage. The last
amplifier stage of the modulating wave
amplitude modulates a radio-frequency
stage.

Antenna current. The radio-frequency
current in the antenna with no modu-
lation.

Antenna input power. The product of
the square of the antenna current and
the antenna resistance at the point
where the current is measured.

Antenna resistance. The total resist-
ance of the transmitting antenna sys-
tem at the operating frequency and at
the point at which the antenna current
is measured.
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Auxiliary facility. An auxiliary facil-
ity is an AM antenna tower(s) separate
from the main facility’s antenna
tower(s), permanently installed at the
same site or at a different location,
from which an AM station may broad-
cast for short periods without prior
Commission authorization or notice to
the Commission while the main facil-
ity is not in operation (e.g., where
tower work necessitates turning off the
main antenna or where lightning has
caused damage to the main antenna or
transmission system) (See §73.1675).

Blanketing. The interference which is
caused by the presence of an AM broad-
cast signal of one volt per meter (V/m)
or greater strengths in the area adja-
cent to the antenna of the transmit-
ting station. The 1 V/m contour is re-
ferred to as the blanket contour and
the area within this contour is referred
to as the blanket area.

Carrier-amplitude regulation (Carrier
shift). The change in amplitude of the
carrier wave in an amplitude-modu-
lated transmitter when modulation is
applied under conditions of symmet-
rical modulation.

Combined audio harmonics. The arith-
metical sum of the amplitudes of all
the separate harmonic components.
Root sum square harmonic readings
may be accepted under conditions pre-
scribed by the FCC.

Critical hours. The two hour period
immediately following 1local sunrise
and the two hour period immediately
preceding local sunset.

Daytime. The period of time between
local sunrise and local sunset.

Effective field; Effective field strength.
The root-mean-square (RMS) value of
the inverse distance fields at a distance
of 1 kilometer from the antenna in all
directions in the horizontal plane. The
term ‘‘field strength” is synonymous
with the term ‘‘field intensity’’ as con-
tained elsewhere in this Part.

Equipment performance measurements.
The measurements performed to deter-
mine the overall performance charac-
teristics of a broadcast transmission
system from point of program origina-
tion at main studio to sampling of sig-
nal as radiated. (See §73.1590)

Experimental period. the time between
12 midnight local time and local sun-
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rise, used by AM stations for tests,
maintenance and experimentation.

Frequency departure. The amount of
variation of a carrier frequency or cen-
ter frequency from its assigned value.

Incidental phase modulation. The peak
phase deviation (in radians) resulting
from the process of amplitude modula-
tion.

Input power. Means the product of the
direct voltage applied to the last radio
stage and the total direct current flow-
ing to the last radio stage, measured
without modulation.

Intermittent service area. Means the
area receiving service from the
groundwave of a broadcast station but
beyond the primary service area and
subject to some interference and fad-
ing.

Last radio stage. The radio-frequency
power amplifier stage which supplies
power to the antenna.

Left (or right) signal. The electrical
output of a microphone or combination
of microphones placed so as to convey
the intensity, time, and location of
sounds originated predominately to the
listener’s left (or right) of the center of
the performing area.

Left (or right) stereophonic channel.
The left (or right) signal as electrically
reproduced in reception of AM stereo-
phonic broadcasts.

Main channel. The band of audio fre-
quencies from 50 to 10,000 Hz which am-
plitude modulates the carrier.

Mazximum percentage of modulation.
The greatest percentage of modulation
that may be obtained by a transmitter
without producing in its output,
harmonics of the modulating frequency
in excess of those permitted by these
regulations. (See §73.1570)

Mazximum rated carrier power. The
maximum power at which the trans-
mitter can be operated satisfactorily
and is determined by the design of the
transmitter and the type and number
of vacuum tubes or other amplifier de-
vices used in the last radio stage.

Model I facility. A station operating
in the 1605-1705 kHz band featuring
fulltime operation with stereo, com-
petitive technical quality, 10 kKW day-
time power, 1 kKW nighttime power,
non-directional antenna (or a simple
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directional antenna system), and sepa-
rated by 400-800 km from other co-
channel stations.

Model II facility. A station operating
in the 535-1605 kHz band featuring
fulltime operation, competitive tech-
nical quality, wide area daytime cov-
erage with nighttime coverage at least
15% of the daytime coverage.

Nighttime. The period of time between
local sunset and local sunrise.

Nominal power. The antenna input
power less any power loss through a
dissipative network and, for directional
antennas, without consideration of ad-
justments specified in paragraphs (b)(1)
and (b)(2) of §73.561 of the rules. How-
ever, for AM broadcast applications
granted or filed before June 3, 1985,
nominal power is specified in a system
of classifications which include the fol-
lowing values: 50 kW, 256 kW, 10 kW, 5
kW, 2.6 kW, 1 kW, 0.5 KW, and 0.25 kW.
The specified nominal power for any
station in this group of stations will be
retained until action is taken on or
after June 3, 1985, which involves a
change in the technical facilities of the
station.

Percentage modulation (amplitude)

In a positive direction:

M = MAX-C x 100

C
In a negative direction:
M = C—MIN x 100

(¢}

Where:
M = Modulation level in percent.

MAX = Instantaneous maximum level of the
modulated radio frequency envelope.
MIN = Instantaneous minimum level of the
modulated radio frequency envelope.

C = (Carrier) level of radio frequency enve-

lope without modulation.

Plate modulation. The modulation
produced by introduction of the modu-
lating wave into the plate circuit of
any tube in which the carrier fre-
quency wave is present.

Primary service area. Means the serv-
ice area of a broadcast station in which
the groundwave is not subject to objec-
tionable interference or objectionable
fading.

Proof of performance measurements or
antenna proof of performance measure-
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ments. The measurements of field
strengths made to determine the radi-
ation pattern or characteristics of an
AM directional antenna system.

Secondary service area. Means the
service area of a broadcast station
served by the skywave and not subject
to objectionable interference and in
which the signal is subject to intermit-
tent variations in strength.

Stereophonic channel. The band of
audio frequencies from 50 to 10,000 Hz
containing the stereophonic informa-
tion which modulates the radio fre-
quency carrier.

Stereophonic crosstalk. An undesired
signal occurring in the main channel
from modulation of the stereophonic
channel or that occurring in the
stereophonic channel from modulation
of the main channel.

Stereophonic pilot tone. An audio tone
of fixed or variable frequency modu-
lating the carrier during the trans-
mission of stereophonic programs.

Stereophonic separation. The ratio of
the electrical signal caused in the right
(or left) stereophonic channel to the
electrical signal caused in the left (or
right) stereophonic channel by the
transmission of only a right (or left)
signal.

Sunrise and sunset. For each par-
ticular location and during any par-
ticular month, the time of sunrise and
sunset as specified in the instrument of
authorization (See §73.1209).

White area. The area or population
which does not receive interference-
free primary service from an author-
ized AM station or does not receive a
signal strength of at least 1 mV/m from
an authorized FM station.

[47 FR 8587, Mar. 1, 1982, as amended at 47 FR
13164, Mar. 29, 1982; 47 FR 13812, Apr. 1, 1982;
50 FR 18821, May 2, 1985; 50 FR 47054, Nov. 14,
1985; 56 FR 64856, Dec. 12, 1991; 62 FR 51058,
Sept. 30, 1997; 66 FR 20755, Apr. 25, 2001]

§73.21 Classes of AM broadcast chan-
nels and stations.

(a) Clear channel. A clear channel is
one on which stations are assigned to
serve wide areas. These stations are
protected from objectionable inter-
ference within their primary service
areas and, depending on the class of
station, their secondary service areas.
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Stations operating on these channels
are classified as follows:

(1) Class A station. A Class A station
is an unlimited time station that oper-
ates on a clear channel and is designed
to render primary and secondary serv-
ice over an extended area and at rel-
atively long distances from its trans-
mitter. Its primary service area is pro-
tected from objectionable interference
from other stations on the same and
adjacent channels, and its secondary
service area is protected from inter-
ference from other stations on the
same channel. (See §73.182). The oper-
ating power shall not be less than 10
KW nor more than 50 kW. (Also see
§73.25(a)).

(2) Class B station. A Class B station
is an unlimited time station which is
designed to render service only over a
primary service area. Class B stations
are authorized to operate with a min-
imum power of 0.25 KW (or, if less than
0.25 kW, an equivalent RMS antenna
field of at least 141 mV/m at 1 km) and
a maximum power of 50 KW, or 10 kW
for stations that are authorized to op-
erate in the 1605-1705 kHz band.

(38) Class D station. A Class D station
operates either daytime, limited time
or unlimited time with nighttime
power less than 0.25 KW and an equiva-
lent RMS antenna field of less
than14l mV/m at one km. Class D sta-
tions shall operate with daytime pow-
ers not less than 0.25 KW nor more than
50 kW. Nighttime operations of Class D
stations are not afforded protection
and must protect all Class A and Class
B operations during nighttime hours.
New Class D stations that had not been
previously licensed as Class B will not
be authorized.

(b) Regional Channel. A regional
channel is one on which Class B and
Class D stations may operate and serve
primarily a principal center of popu-
lation and the rural area contiguous
thereto.

NoOTE: Until the North American Regional
Broadcasting Agreement (NARBA) is termi-
nated with respect to the Bahama Islands
and the Dominican Republic, radiation to-
ward those countries from a Class B station
may not exceed the level that would be pro-
duced by an omnidirectional antenna with a
transmitted power of 5 kW, or such lower
level as will comply with NARBA require-
ments for protection of stations in the Ba-
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hama Islands and the Dominican Republic
against objectionable interference.

(c) Local channel. A local channel is
one on which stations operate unlim-
ited time and serve primarily a com-
munity and the suburban and rural
areas immediately contiguous thereto.

(1) Class C station. A Class C station is
a station operating on a local channel
and is designed to render service only
over a primary service area that may
be reduced as a consequence of inter-
ference in accordance with §73.182. The
power shall not be less than 0.25 kKW,
nor more than 1 kW. Class C stations
that are licensed to operate with 0.1
kW may continue to do so.

[56 FR 64856, Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.23 AM broadcast station applica-
tions affected by international
agreements.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, no application for an
AM station will be accepted for filing if

authorization of the facilities re-
quested would be inconsistent with
international commitments of the

United States under treaties and other
international agreements, arrange-
ments and understandings. (See list of
such international instruments in
§73.1650(b)). Any such application that
is inadvertently accepted for filing will
be dismissed.

(b) AM applications that involve con-
flicts only with the North American
Regional Broadcasting Agreement
(NARBA), but that are in conformity
with the remaining treaties and other
international agreements listed in
§73.1650(b) and with the other require-
ments of this part 73, will be granted
subject to such modifications as the
FCC may subsequently find appro-
priate, taking international consider-
ations into account.

(c) In the case of any application des-
ignated for hearing on issues other
than those related to consistency with
international relationships and as to
which no final decision has been ren-
dered, whenever action under this sec-
tion becomes appropriate because of in-
consistency with international rela-
tionships, the applicant involved shall,
notwithstanding the provisions
§§73.3522 and 73.3571, be permitted to
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amend its application to achieve con-
sistency with such relationships. In
such cases the provisions of §73.3605(c)
will apply.

(d) In some circumstances, special
international considerations may re-
quire that the FCC, in acting on appli-
cations, follow procedures different
from those established for general use.
In such cases, affected applicants will
be informed of the procedures to be fol-
lowed.

[56 FR 64856, Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.24 Broadcast facilities;
required.

An authorization for a new AM
broadcast station or increase in facili-
ties of an existing station will be
issued only after a satisfactory show-
ing has been made in regard to the fol-
lowing, among others:

(a) That the proposed assignment
will tend to effect a fair, efficient, and
equitable distribution of radio service
among the several states and commu-
nities.

(b) That a proposed new station (or a
proposed change in the facilities of an
authorized station) complies with the
pertinent requirements of §73.37 of this
chapter.

(c) That the applicant is financially
qualified to construct and operate the
proposed station.

(d) That the applicant is legally
qualified. That the applicant (or the
person or persons in control of an ap-
plicant corporation or other organiza-
tion) is of good character and possesses
other qualifications sufficient to pro-
vide a satisfactory public service.

(e) That the technical equipment pro-
posed, the location of the transmitter,
and other technical phases of operation
comply with the regulations governing
the same, and the requirements of good
engineering practice.

(f) That the facilities sought are sub-
ject to assignment as requested under
existing international agreements and
the rules and regulations of the Com-
mission.

(g) That the population within the 1
V/m contour does not exceed 1.0 per-
cent of the population within the 25
mV/m contour: Provided, however, That
where the number of persons within
the 1 V/m contour is 300 or less the pro-

showing
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visions of this paragraph are not appli-
cable.

(h) That, in the case of an application
for a Class B or Class D station on a
clear channel, the proposed station
would radiate, during two hours fol-
lowing local sunrise and two hours pre-
ceding local sunset, in any direction
toward the 0.1 mV/m groundwave con-
tour of a co-channel United States
Class A station, no more than the max-
imum value permitted under the provi-
sions of §73.187.

(i) That, for all stations, the daytime
5 mV/m contour encompasses the en-
tire principal community to be served.
That, for stations in the 535-1605 kHz
band, 80% of the principal community
is encompassed by the nighttime 5 mV/
m contour or the nighttime inter-
ference-free contour, whichever value
is higher. That, for stations in the 1605—
1705 kHz band, 50% of the principal
community is encompassed by the 5
mV/m contour or the nighttime inter-
ference-free contour, whichever value
is higher. That, Class D stations with
nighttime authorizations need not
demonstrate such coverage during
nighttime operation.

(j) That the public interest, conven-
ience, and necessity will be served
through the operation under the pro-
posed assignment.

[28 FR 13574, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 38
FR 5874, Mar. 5, 1973; 49 FR 43960, Nov. 1, 1984;
50 FR 40014, Oct. 1, 1985; 52 FR 116564, Apr. 10,
1987; 53 FR 1031, Jan. 15, 1988; 56 FR 64857,
Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.25 Clear channels; Class A, Class B
and Class D stations.

The frequencies in the following tab-
ulations are designated as clear chan-
nels and assigned for use by the Classes
of stations given:

(a) On each of the following channels,
one Class A station may be assigned,
operating with power of 50 kW: 640, 650,
660, 670, 700, 720, 750, 760, 770, 780, 820,
830, 840, 870, 880, 890, 1020, 1030, 1040,
1100, 1120, 1160, 1180, 1200, and 1210 kHz.
In Alaska, these frequencies can be
used by Class A stations subject to the
conditions set forth in §73.182(a)(1)(ii).
On the channels listed in this para-
graph, Class B and Class D stations
may be assigned.
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(b) To each of the following channels
there may be assigned Class A, Class B
and Class D stations: 680, 710, 810, 850,
940, 1000, 1060, 1070, 1080, 1090, 1110, 1130,
1140, 1170, 1190, 1500, 1510, 1520, 1530, 1540,
1550, and 1560 kHz.

NoTE: Until superseded by a new agree-
ment, protection of the Bahama Islands shall
be in accordance with NARBA. Accordingly,
a Class A, Class B or Class D station on 1540
kHz shall restrict its signal to a value no
greater than 5 uV/m groundwave or 25 pvV/m-
10% skywave at any point of land in the Ba-
hama Islands, and such stations operating
nighttime (i.e., sunset to sunrise at the loca-
tion of the U.S. station) shall be located not
less than 650 miles from the nearest point of
land in the Bahama Islands.

(c) Class A, Class B and Class D sta-
tions may be assigned on 540, 690, 730,
740, 800, 860, 900, 990, 1010, 1050, 1220,
1540, 1570, and 1580 kHz.

[28 FR 13574, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 33
FR 4410, Mar. 12, 1968; 35 FR 18052, Nov. 25,
1970; 47 FR 27862, June 28, 1982; 49 FR 43960,
Nov. 1, 1984; 50 FR 24520, June 11, 1985; 52 FR
47568, Dec. 15, 1987; 53 FR 1031, Jan. 15, 1988;
54 FR 39736, Sept. 28, 1989; 56 FR 64857, Dec.
12, 1991]

§73.26 Regional channels; Class B and
Class D stations.

(a) The following frequencies are des-
ignated as regional channels and are
assigned for use by Class B and Class D
stations: 550, 560, 570, 580, 590, 600, 610,
620, 630, 790, 910, 920, 930, 950, 960, 970,
980, 1150, 1250, 1260, 1270, 1280, 1290, 1300,
1310, 1320, 1330, 1350, 1360, 1370, 1380, 1390,
1410, 1420, 1430, 1440, 1460, 1470, 1480, 1590,
1600, 1610, 1620, 1630, 1640, 1650, 1660, 1670,
1680, 1690, and 1700 kHz.

(b) Additionally, in Alaska, Hawaii,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands the frequencies 1230, 1240, 1340,
1400, 1450, and 1490 kHz are designated
as Regional channels, and are assigned
for use by Class B stations. Stations
formerly licensed to these channels in
those locations as Class C stations are
redesignated as Class B stations.

[56 FR 64857, Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.27 Local channels;
tions.

Class C sta-

Within the conterminous 48 states,
the following frequencies are des-
ignated as local channels, and are as-
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signed for use by Class C stations: 1230,
1240, 1340, 1400, 1450, and 1490 kHz.

[66 FR 64857, Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.28 Assignment of stations to chan-
nels.

(a) The Commission will not make an
AM station assignment that does not
conform with international require-
ments and restrictions on spectrum use
that the United States has accepted as
a signatory to treaties, conventions,
and other international agreements.
See §73.1650 for a list of pertinent trea-
ties, conventions and agreements, and
§73.23 for procedural provisions relat-
ing to compliance with them.

(b) Engineering standards now in
force domestically differ in some re-
spects from those specified for inter-
national purposes. The engineering
standards specified for international
purposes (see §73.1650, International
Agreements) will be used to determine:

(1) The extent to which interference
might be caused by a proposed station
in the United States to a station in an-
other country; and

(2) whether the United States should
register an objection to any new or
changed assignment notified by an-
other country. The domestic standards
in effect in the United States will be
used to determine the extent to which
interference exists or would exist from
a foreign station where the value of
such interference enters into a calcula-
tion of:

(i) The service to be rendered by a
proposed operation in the TUnited
States; or

(ii) the permissible interfering signal
from one station in the United States
to another United States station.

[28 FR 13574, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 29
FR 9499, July 11, 1964; 49 FR 32358, Aug. 14,
1984; 50 FR 18821, May 2, 1985; 54 FR 39736,
Sept. 28, 1989; 56 FR 64857, Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.29 Class C stations on regional
channels.

No license will be granted for the op-
eration of a Class C station on a re-
gional channel.

[ 56 FR 64857, Dec. 12, 1991]
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§73.30 Petition for authorization of an
allotment in the 1605-1705 kHz
band.

(a) Any party interested in operating
an AM broadcast station on one of the
ten channels in the 1605-1705 kHz band
must file a petition for the establish-
ment of an allotment to its community
of license. Each petition must include
the following information:

(1) Name of community for which al-
lotment is sought;

(2) Frequency and call letters of the
petitioner’s existing AM operation; and

(3) Statement as to whether or not
AM stereo operation is proposed for the
operation in the 1605-1705 kHz band.

(b) Petitions are to be filed during a
filing period to be determined by the
Commission. For each filing period, eli-
gible stations will be allotted channels
based on the following steps:

(1) Stations are ranked in descending
order according to the calculated im-
provement factor.

(2) The station with the highest im-
provement factor is initially allotted
the lowest available channel.

(3) Successively, each station with
the next lowest improvement factor, is
allotted an available channel taking
into account the possible frequency
and location combinations and rela-
tionship to previously selected allot-
ments. If a channel is not available for
the subject station, previous allot-
ments are examined with respect to an
alternate channel, the use of which
would make a channel available for the
subject station.

(4) When it has been determined that,
in accordance with the above steps, no
channel is available for the subject sta-
tion, that station is no longer consid-
ered and the process continues to the
station with the next lowest improve-
ment factor.

(c) If awarded an allotment, a peti-
tioner will have sixty (60) days from
the date of public notice of selection to
file an application for construction
permit on FCC Form 301. (See §§73.24
and 73.37(e) for filing requirements).
Unless instructed by the Commission
to do otherwise, the application shall
specify Model I facilities. (See §73.14).
Upon grant of the application and sub-
sequent construction of the authorized
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facility, the applicant must file a 1li-
cense application on FCC Form 302.

NOTE 1: Until further notice by the Com-
mission, the filing of these petitions is lim-
ited to licensees of existing AM stations (ex-
cluding Class C stations) operating in the
535-1605 kHz band. First priority will be as-
signed to Class D stations located within the
primary service contours of U.S. Class A sta-
tions that are licensed to serve communities
of 100,000 or more for which there exists no
local fulltime aural service.

NOTE 2: Selection among competing peti-
tions will be based on interference reduction.
Notwithstanding the exception contained in
Note 5 of this section, within each oper-
ational category, the station demonstrating
the highest value of improvement factor will
be afforded the highest priority for an allot-
ment, with the next priority assigned to the
station with next lowest value, and so on,
until available allotments are filled.

NOTE 3: The Commission will periodically
evaluate the progress of the movement of
stations from the 535-1605 kHz band to the
1605-1705 kHz band to determine whether the
1605-1705 kHz band should continue to be ad-
ministered on an allotment basis or modified
to an assignment method. If appropriate, the
Commission will later develop further proce-
dures for use of the 1605-1705 kHz band by ex-
isting station licensees and others.

NOTE 4: Other than the exception specified
in note 1 of this section, existing fulltime
stations are considered first for selection as
described in note 2 of this section. In the
event that an allotment availability exists
for which no fulltime station has filed a rel-
evant petition, such allotment may be
awarded to a licensed Class D station. If
more than one Class D station applies for
this migration opportunity, the following
priorities will be used in the selection proc-
ess: First priority—a Class D station located
within the 0.5 mV/m-50% contour of a U.S.
Class A station and licensed to serve a com-
munity of 100,000 or more, for which there
exists no local fulltime aural service; Second
priority—Class D stations ranked in order of
improvement factor, from highest to lowest,
considering only those stations with im-
provement factors greater than zero.

NOTE 5: The preference for AM stereo in
the expanded band will be administered as
follows: when an allotment under consider-
ation (candidate allotment) conflicts with
one or more previously selected allotments
(established allotments) and cannot be ac-
commodated in the expanded band, the can-
didate allotment will be substituted for the
previously established allotment provided
that: the petitioner for the candidate allot-
ment has made a written commitment to the
use of AM stereo and the petitioner for the
established allotment has not; the difference
between the ranking factors associated with
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the candidate and established allotments
does not exceed 10% of the ranking factor of
the candidate allotment; the substitution
will not require the displacement of more
than one established allotment; and both the
candidate allotment and the established al-
lotment are within the same priority group.

[68 FR 27949, May 12, 1993]

§73.31 Rounding of nominal power
specified on applications.

(a) An application filed with the FCC
for a new station or for an increase in
power of an existing station shall
specify nominal power rounded to two
significant figures as follows:

Rounded
down to
Nominal power (kW) nearest

figure

(kw)
Below 0.25 .. 0.001
0.25 t0 0.99 . 0.01
11099 ... 0.1
10t0 50 ....... 1

(b) In rounding the nominal power in
accordance with paragraph (a) of this
section the RMS shall be adjusted ac-
cordingly. If rounding upward to the
nearest figure would result in objec-
tionable interference, the nominal
power specified on the application is to
be rounded downward to the next near-
est figure and the RMS adjusted ac-
cordingly.

[60 FR 18821, May 2, 1985, as amended at 53
FR 1031, Jan. 15, 1988]

§73.33 Antenna systems; showing re-
quired.

(a) An application for authority to
install a broadcast antenna shall speci-
fy a definite site and include full de-
tails of the antenna design and ex-
pected performance.

(b) All data necessary to show com-
pliance with the terms and conditions
of the construction permit must be
filed with the license application. If
the station is using a directional an-
tenna, a proof of performance must
also be filed.

[28 FR 13574, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 37

FR 25840, Dec. 5, 1972]

§73.35 Calculation
factors.

A petition for an allotment (See
§73.30) in the 1605-1705 kHz band filed

of improvement
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by an existing fulltime AM station li-
censed in the 535-1605 kHz band will be
ranked according to the station’s cal-
culated improvement factor. (See
§73.30). Improvement factors relate to
both nighttime and daytime inter-
ference conditions and are based on
two distinct considerations: (a) Service
area lost by other stations due to in-
terference caused by the subject sta-
tion, and (b) service area of the subject
station. These considerations are rep-
resented by a ratio. The ratio consists,
where applicable, of two separate addi-
tive components, one for nighttime and
one for daytime. For the nighttime
component, to determine the numer-
ator of the ratio (first consideration),
calculate the RSS and associated serv-
ice area of the stations (co- and adja-
cent channel) to which the subject sta-
tion causes nighttime interference.
Next, repeat the RSS and service area
calculations excluding the subject sta-
tion. The cumulative gain in the above
service area is the numerator of the
ratio. The denominator (second consid-
eration) is the subject station’s inter-
ference-free service area. For the day-
time component, the composite
amount of service lost by co-channel
and adjacent channel stations, each
taken individually, that are affected by
the subject station, excluding the ef-
fects of other assignments during each
study, will be used as the numerator of
the daytime improvement factor. The
denominator will consist of the actual
daytime service area (0.5 mV/m con-
tour) less any area lost to interference
from other assignments. The value of
this combined ratio will constitute the
petitioner’s improvement factor. Not-
withstanding the requirements of
§73.1563, for uniform comparisons and
simplicity, measurement data will not
be used for determining improvement
factors and FCC figure M-3 ground con-
ductivity values are to be used exclu-
sively in accordance with the pertinent
provisions of §73.183(c)(1).

[66 FR 64858, Dec. 12, 1991]
§73.37 Applications for broadcast fa-
cilities, showing required.

(a) No application will be accepted
for a new station if the proposed oper-
ation would involve overlap of signal
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strength contours with any other sta-
tion as set forth below in this para-
graph; and no application will be ac-
cepted for a change of the facilities of
an existing station if the proposed
change would involve such overlap
where there is not already such overlap
between the stations involved:

Contour of
proposed
station
(classes B,
C and D)
(mV/m)

Frequency sepa-
ration (kHz)

Contour of any other station
(mV/m)

0.005
0.025
0.500
0.250
0.500
5

5

25

0.100 (Class A).
0.500(Other classes).
0.025 (All classes).
0.500(All classes).
0.250 (All classes).

5 (All classes).

5 (All classes).

25 (All classes).

(b) In determining overlap received,
an application for a new Class C sta-
tion with daytime power of 250 watts,
or greater, shall be considered on the
assumption that both the proposed op-
eration and all existing Class C sta-
tions operate with 250 watts and utilize
non-directional antennas.

(c) If otherwise consistent with the
public interest, an application request-
ing an increase in the daytime power of
an existing Class C station on a local
channel from 250 watts to a maximum
of 1kW, or from 100 watts to a max-
imum of 500 watts, may be granted not-
withstanding overlap prohibited by
paragraph (a) of this section. In the
case of a 100 watt Class C station in-
creasing daytime power, the provisions
of this paragraph shall not be con-
strued to permit an increase in power
to more than 500 watts, if prohibited
overlap would be involved, even if suc-
cessive applications should be ten-
dered.

(d) In addition to demonstrating
compliance with paragraphs (a), and, as
appropriate, (b), and (c) of this section,
an application for a new AM broadcast
station, or for a major change (see
§73.3571(a)(1)) in an authorized AM
broadcast station, as a condition for its
acceptance, shall make a satisfactory
showing, if new or modified nighttime
operation by a Class B station is pro-
posed, that objectionable interference
will not result to an authorized sta-
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tion, as to
§73.182(1).

(e) An application for an authoriza-
tion in the 1605-17056 kHz band which
has been selected through the petition
process (See §73.30) is not required to
demonstrate compliance with para-
graph (a), (b), (¢c), or (d) of this section.
Instead, the applicant need only com-
ply with the terms of the allotment au-
thorization issued by the Commission
in response to the earlier petition for
establishment of a station in the 1605—
1705 kHz band. Within the allotment
authorization, the Commission will
specify the assigned frequency and the
applicable technical requirements.

(f) Stations on 1580, 1590 and 1600 kKHz.
In addition to the rules governing the
authorization of facilities in the 535—
1605 kHz band, stations on these fre-
quencies seeking facilities modifica-
tions must protect assignments in the
1610-1700 kHz band. Such protection
shall be afforded in a manner which
considers the spacings that occur or
exist between the subject station and a
station within the range 1605-1700 kKHz.
The spacings are the same as those
specified for stations in the frequency
band 1610-1700 kHz or the current sepa-
ration distance, whichever is greater.
Modifications that would result in a
spacing or spacings that fails to meet
any of the separations must include a
showing that appropriate adjustment
has been made to the radiated signal
which effectively results in a site-to-
site radiation that is equivalent to the
radiation of a station with standard
Model I facilities (10 kW-D, 1 kW-N,
non-DA, 90 degree antenna ht. &
ground system) operating in compli-
ance with all of the above separation
distances. In those cases where that ra-
diation equivalence value is already ex-
ceeded, a station may continue to
maintain, but not increase beyond that
level.

determined pursuant

NoTE 1: In the case of applications for
changes in the facilities of AM broadcast sta-
tions covered by this section, an application
will be accepted even though overlap of field
strength contours as mentioned in this sec-
tion would occur with another station in an
area where such overlap does not already
exist, if:

(1) The total area of overlap with that sta-
tion would not be increased;
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(2) There would be no net increase in the
area of overlap with any other station; and

(3) There would be created no area of over-
lap with any station with which overlap does
not now exist.

NoOTE 2: The provisions of this section con-
cerning prohibited overlap of field strength
contours will not apply where:

(1) The area of overlap lies entirely over
sea water: or

(2) The only overlap involved would be that
caused to a foreign station, in which case the
provisions of the applicable international
agreement, as identified in §73.1650, will
apply. When overlap would be received from
a foreign station, the provisions of this sec-
tion will apply, except where there would be
overlap with a foreign station with a fre-
quency separation of 20 kHz, in which case
the provisions of the international agree-
ment will apply in lieu of this section.

NOTE 3: In determining the number of ‘“‘au-
thorized” aural transmission facilities in a
given community, applications for that com-
munity in hearing or otherwise having pro-
tected status under specified ‘‘cut-off’’ proce-
dures shall be considered as existing sta-
tions. In the event that there are two or
more mutually exclusive protected applica-
tions seeking authorization for the proposed
community it will be assumed that only one
is “‘authorized.”

NOTE 4: A ‘‘transmission facility’” for a
community is a station licensed to the com-
munity. Such a station provides a ‘‘trans-
mission service’ for that community.

[66 FR 64858, Dec. 12, 1991; 57 FR 43290, Sept.
18, 1992]

§73.44 AM transmission system emis-
sion limitations.

(a) The emissions of stations in the
AM service shall be attenuated in ac-
cordance with the requirements speci-
fied in paragraph (b) of this section.
Emissions shall be measured using a
properly operated and suitable swept-
frequency RF spectrum analyzer using
a peak hold duration of 10 minutes, no
video filtering, and a 300 Hz resolution
bandwidth, except that a wider resolu-
tion bandwidth may be employed above
11.5 kHz to detect transient emissions.
Alternatively, other specialized receiv-
ers or monitors with appropriate char-
acteristics may be used to determine
compliance with the provisions of this
section, provided that any disputes
over measurement accuracy are re-
solved in favor of measurements ob-
tained by using a calibrated spectrum
analyzer adjusted as set forth above.
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(b) Emissions 10.2 kHz to 20 kHz re-
moved from the carrier must be at-
tenuated at least 25 dB below the
unmodulated carrier level, emissions 20
kHz to 30 kHz removed from the carrier
must be attenuated at least 35 dB
below the unmodulated carrier level,
emissions 30 kHz to 60 kHz removed
from the carrier must be attenuated at
least [6 + 1 dB/kHz] below the
unmodulated carrier level, and emis-
sions between 60 kHz and 75 kHz of the
carrier frequency must be attenuated
at least 656 dB below the unmodulated
carrier level. Emissions removed by
more than 75 kHz must be attenuated
at least 43 + 10 Log (Power in watts) or
80 dB below the unmodulated carrier
level, whichever is the lesser attenu-
ation, except for transmitters having
power less than 158 watts, where the at-
tenuation must be at least 656 dB below
carrier level.

(¢c) Should harmful interference be
caused to the reception of other broad-
cast or non-broadcast stations by out
of band emissions, the licensee may be
directed to achieve a greater degree of
attentuation than specified in para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section.

(d) Measurements to determine com-
pliance with this section for trans-
mitter type acceptance are to be made
using signals sampled at the output
terminals of the transmitter when op-
erating into an artificial antenna of
substantially zero reactance. Measure-
ments made of the emissions of an op-
erating station are to be made at
ground level approximately 1 Kkilo-
meter from the center of the antenna
system. When a directional antenna is
used, the carrier frequency reference
field strength to be used in order of
preference shall be:

(1) The measure non-directional field
strength.

(2) The RMS field strength deter-
mined from the measured directional
radiation pattern.

(3) The calculated expected field
strength that would be radiated by a
non-directional antenna at the station
authorized power.

(e) Licensees of stations complying
with the ANSI/EIA-549-1983, NRSC-1
AM Preemphasis/Deemphasis and
Broadcast Transmission Bandwidth
Specifications (NRSC-1), prior to June
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30, 1990 or from the original commence-
ment of operation will, until June 30,
1994, be considered to comply with
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section,
absent any reason for the Commission
to believe otherwise. Such stations are
waived from having to make the peri-
odic measurements required in
§73.1590(a)(6) until June 30, 1994. How-
ever, licensees must make measure-
ments to determine compliance with
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section
upon receipt of an Official Notice of
Violation or a Notice of Apparent Li-
ability alleging noncompliance with
those provisions, or upon specific re-
quest by the Commission.

[47 FR 8588, Mar. 1, 1982, as amended at 49 FR
3999, Feb. 1, 1984]

§73.45 AM antenna systems.

(a) All applicants for new, additional,
or different AM station facilities and
all licensees requesting authority to
change the transmitting system site of
an existing station must specify an an-
tenna system, the efficiency of which
complies with the requirements for the
class and power of station. (See §§73.186
and 73.189.)

(1) An application for authority to in-
stall an AM broadcast antenna must
specify a definite site and include full
details of the antenna system design
and expected performance.

(2) All data necessary to show com-
pliance with the terms and conditions
of the construction permit must be
filed with the application for the sta-
tion license to cover the construction.
If the station has constructed a direc-
tional antenna, a directional proof of
performance must be filed. See §§73.150
through 73.157.

(b) The simultaneous use of a com-
mon antenna or antenna structure by
more than one AM station or by a sta-
tion of any other type or service may
be authorized provided:

(1) Engineering data are submitted
showing that satisfactory operation of
each station will be obtained without
adversely affecting the operation of the
other station(s).

(2) The minimum field strength for
each AM station complies with
§73.189(b).

(c) Should any changes be made or
otherwise occur which would possibly
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alter the resistance of the antenna sys-
tem, the licensee must commence the
determination of the operating power
by a method described in §73.51(a)(1) or
(d). (If the changes are due to the con-
struction of FM or TV transmitting fa-
cilities, see §§73.316, 73.685, and 73.1692.)
Upon completion of any necessary re-
pairs or adjustments, or upon comple-
tion of authorized construction or
modifications, the licensee must make
a new determination of the antenna re-
sistance using the procedures described
in §73.54. Operating power should then
be determined by a direct method as
described in §73.51. Notification of the
value of resistance of the antenna sys-
tem must be filed with the FCC in
Washington, DC as follows:

(1) Whenever the measurements show
that the antenna or common point re-
sistance differs from that shown on the
station authorization by more than 2%,
FCC Form 302 must be filed with the
information and measurement data
specified in §73.54(d).

(2) Whenever AM stations use direct
reading power meters pursuant to
§73.51, a letter notification to the FCC
in Washington, DC, Attention: Audio
Division, Media Bureau, must be filed
in accordance with §73.54(e).

[43 FR 53735, Nov. 17, 1978, as amended at 45
FR 28141, Apr. 28, 1980; 47 FR 8589, Mar. 1,
1982; 50 FR 32416, Aug. 12, 1985; 51 FR 2707;
Jan. 21, 1986; 51 FR 26250, July 22, 1986; 63 FR
33875, June 22, 1998; 67 FR 13231, Mar. 21, 2002]

§73.49 AM transmission system fenc-
ing requirements.

Antenna towers having radio fre-
quency potential at the base (series
fed, folded unipole, and insulated base
antennas) must be enclosed within ef-
fective locked fences or other enclo-
sures. Ready access must be provided
to each antenna tower base for meter
reading and maintenance purposes at
all times. However, individual tower
fences need not be installed if the tow-
ers are contained within a protective
property fence.

[61 FR 2707, Jan. 21, 1986]

§73.51 Determining operating power.

(a) Except in those circumstances de-
scribed in paragraph (d) of this section,
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the operating power shall be deter-
mined by the direct method. The direct
method consists of either:

(1) using a suitable instrument for
determining the antenna’s input power
directly from the RF voltage, RF cur-
rent, and phase angle; or

(2) calculating the product of the li-
censed antenna or common point re-
sistance at the operating frequency
(see §73.54), and the square of the indi-
cated unmodulated antenna current at
that frequency, measured at the point
where the resistance has been deter-
mined.

(b) The authorized antenna input
power for each station shall be equal to
the nominal power for such station,
with the following exceptions:

(1) For stations with nominal powers
of 5 kKW, or less, the authorized antenna
input power to directional antennas
shall exceed the nominal power by 8
percent.

(2) For stations with nominal powers
in excess of 5 kKW, the authorized an-
tenna input power to directional anten-
nas shall exceed the nominal power by
5.3 percent.

(3) In specific cases, it may be nec-
essary to limit the radiated field to a
level below that which would result if
normal power were delivered to the an-
tenna. In such cases, excess power may
be dissipated in the antenna feed cir-
cuit, the transmitter may be operated
with power output at a level which is
less than the rated carrier power, or a
combination of the two methods may
be used, subject to the conditions given
in paragraph (c) of this section.

(i) Where a dissipative network is
employed, the authorized antenna cur-
rent and resistance, and the authorized
antenna input power shall be deter-
mined at the input terminals of the
dissipative network.

(ii) Where the authorized antenna
input power is less than the nominal
power, subject to the conditions set
forth in paragraph (c) of this section,
the transmitter may be operated at the
reduced power level necessary to sup-
ply the authorized antenna input
power.

(c) Applications for authority to op-
erate with antenna input power which
is less than nominal power and/or to
employ a dissipative network in the
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antenna system shall be made on FCC
Form 302. The technical information
supplied on section II-A of this form
shall be that applying to the proposed
conditions of operation. In addition,
the following information shall be fur-
nished, as pertinent:

(1) Full details of any network em-
ployed for the purpose of dissipating
radio frequency energy otherwise deliv-
ered to the antenna (see §73.54).

(2) A showing that the transmitter
has been type accepted or notified for
operation at the proposed power output
level, or, in lieu thereof:

(i) A full description of the means by
which transmitter output power will be
reduced.

(ii) Where the proposed transmitter
power output level(s) is less than 90%
of the rated power of the transmitter,
equipment performance measurements
must be made to confirm that the sta-
tion transmissions conform to the
emission limitation specified in §73.44,
under all conditions of program oper-
ation.

(iii) A showing that, at the proposed
power output level, means are provided
for varying the transmitter output
within a tolerance of +10 percent, to
compensate for variations in line volt-
age or other factors which may affect
the power output level.

(d) When it is not possible or appro-
priate to use the direct method of
power determination due to technical
reasons, the indirect method of deter-
mining operating power (see para-
graphs (e) and (f) of this section) may
be used on a temporary basis. A nota-
tion must be made in the station log
indicating the dates of commencement
and termination of measurement using
the indirect method of power deter-
mination.

(e) The antenna input power is deter-
mined indirectly by applying an appro-
priate factor to the input power to the
last radio-frequency power amplifier
stage of the transmitter, using the fol-
lowing formula:

Where:
Antenna input power = Ep xIp x F

Ep=DC input voltage of final radio stage.

Ip=Total DC input current of final radio
stage.

F= Efficiency factor.
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(1) If the above formula is not appro-
priate for the design of the transmitter
final amplifier, use a formula specified
by the transmitter manufacturer with
other appropriate operating param-
eters.

(2) The value of F applicable to each
mode of operation must be determined
and a record kept thereof with a nota-
tion as to its derivation. This factor is
to be established by one of the methods
described in paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion and retained in the station
records.

(f) The value of F is to be determined
by one of the following procedures list-
ed in order of preference:

(1) If the station had previously been
authorized and operating by deter-
mining the antenna input power by the
direct method, the factor F is the ratio
of the antenna input power (deter-
mined by the direct method) to the cor-
responding final radio frequency power
amplifier input power.

(2) If a station has not been pre-
viously in regular operation with the
power authorized for the period of indi-
rect power determination, if a new
transmitter has been installed, or if,
for any other reason, the determina-
tion of the factor F by the method de-
scribed in paragraph (f)(1) of this sec-
tion is impracticable:

(i) The factor F as shown in the
transmitter manufacturer’s test re-
port, if such a test report specifies a
unique value of F for the power level
and frequently used; or

(ii) The value determined by ref-
erence to the following table:

Fac- Method of Maximum rated carrier Class of
tor(F) | modulation power amplifier
0.70 | Plate .. .| 1TkWorless ..
.80 | Plate ...... .| 2.5 KW and ov
.35 | Low level ..... 0.25 kW and over .. B
.65 | Low level ..... 0.25 kW and over .. BC?
.35 | Grid ............. 0.25 kW and over .............
1All linear amplifier operation where efficiency approaches

that of class C operation.
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(Secs. 4, 5, 303, 48 Stat., as amended, 1066, as
amended, 1068, 1082, as amended; 47 U.S.C.
154, 155, 303. Interpret or apply secs. 301, 303,
307, 48 Stat. 1081, 1082, as amended, 47 U.S.C.
301, 303, 307)

[87 FR 7516, Apr. 15, 1972, as amended at 42
FR 36827, July 18, 1977; 42 FR 61863, Dec. T,
1977; 44 FR 36036, June 20, 1979; 47 FR 28387,
June 30, 1982; 48 FR 38477, Aug. 24, 1983; 48 FR
44805, Sept. 30, 1983; 49 FR 3999, Feb. 1, 1984;
49 FR 4210, Feb. 3, 1984; 49 FR 49850, Dec. 24,
1984; 50 FR 24521, June 11, 1985; 52 FR 10570,
Apr. 2, 1987]

§73.53 Requirements for authorization
of antenna monitors.

(a) Antenna monitors shall be
verified for compliance with the tech-
nical requirements in this section. The
procedure for verification is specified
in subpart J of part 2 of the FCC’s
rules.

(b) An antenna monitor shall meet
the following specifications:

(1) The monitor shall be designed to
operate in the 535-1705 kHz band.

(2) The monitor shall be capable of
indicating any phase difference be-
tween two RF voltages of the same fre-
quency over a range of from 0 to 360°.

(3) The monitor shall be capable of
indicating the relative amplitude of
two RF voltages.

(4) The device used to indicate phase
differences shall indicate in degrees,
and shall be graduated in increments of
2°, or less. If a digital indicator is pro-
vided, the smallest increment shall be
0.5°, or less.

(5) The device used to indicate rel-
ative amplitudes shall be graduated in
increments which are 1 percent, or less,
of the full scale value. If a digital indi-
cator is provided, the smallest incre-
ment shall be 0.1 percent, or less, of the
full scale value.

(6) The monitor shall be equipped
with means, if necessary, to resolve
ambiguities in indication.

(7) If the monitor is provided with
more than one RF input terminal in
addition to a reference input terminal,
appropriate switching shall be provided
in the monitor so that the signal at
each of these RF inputs may be se-
lected separately for comparison with
the reference input signal.

(8) Each RF input of the monitor
shall provide a termination of such
characteristics that, when connected
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to a sampling line of an impedance
specified by the manufacturer the volt-
age reflection coefficient shall be 3 per-
cent or less.

(9) The monitor, if intended for use
by stations operating directional an-
tenna systems by remote control, shall
be designed so that the switching func-
tions required by paragraph (b)(7) of
this section may be performed from a
point external to the monitor, and
phase and amplitude indications be
provided by external meters. The indi-
cations of external meters furnished by
the manufacturer shall meet the speci-
fications for accuracy and repeat-
ability of the monitor itself, and the
connection of these meters to the mon-
itor, or of other indicating instruments
with electrical characteristics meeting
the specifications of the monitor man-
ufacturer shall not affect adversely the
performance of the monitor in any re-
spect.

(10) Complete and correct schematic
diagrams and operating instructions
shall be retained by the party respon-
sible for verification of the equipment
and submitted to the FCC upon re-
quest. For the purpose of equipment
authorization, these diagrams and in-
structions shall be considered as part
of the monitor.

(11) When an RF signal of an ampli-
tude within a range specified by the
manufacturer is applied to the ref-
erence RF input terminal of the mon-
itor, and another RF signal of the same
frequency and of equal or lower ampli-
tude is applied to any other selected
RF input terminal, indications shall be
provided meeting the following speci-
fications.

(i) The accuracy with which any dif-
ference in the phases of the applied sig-
nals is indicated shall be £1°, or better,
for signal amplitude ratios of from 2:1
to 1:1, and +2°, or better, for signal am-
plitude ratios in excess of 2:1 and up to
5:1.

(ii) The repeatability of indication of
any difference in the phases of the ap-
plied signals shall be +1°, or better.

(iii) The accuracy with which the rel-
ative amplitudes of the applied signals
is indicated, over a range in which the
ratio of these amplitudes is between 2:1
and 1:1, shall be +2 percent of the am-
plitude ratio, or better, and for ampli-

23

§73.53

tude ratios in excess of 2:1 and up to
5:1, £b percent of the ratio, or better.

(iv) The repeatability of indication of
the relative amplitudes of the applied
signals, over a range where the ratio of
these amplitudes is between 5:1 and 1:1,
shall be +2 percent of the amplitude
ratio, or better.

(v) The modulation of the RF signals
by a sinusoidal wave of any frequency
between 100 and 10,000 Hz, at any ampli-
tude up to 90 percent shall cause no de-
viation in an indicated phase difference
from its value, as determined without
modulation, greater than +0.5°.

(12) The performance specifications
set forth in paragraph (b)(11) of this
section, shall be met when the monitor
is operated and tested under the fol-
lowing conditions.

(i) After continuous operation for 1
hour, the monitor shall be calibrated
and adjusted in accordance with the
manufacturer’s instructions.

(ii) The monitor shall be subjected to
variations in ambient temperature be-
tween the limits of 10 and 40 °C; exter-
nal meters furnished by the manufac-
turer will be subjected to variations be-
tween 15 and 30 °C.

(iii) Powerline supply voltage shall
be varied over a range of from 10 per-
cent below to 10 percent above the
rated supply voltage.

(iv) The amplitude of the reference
signal shall be varied over the oper-
ating range specified by the manufac-
turer, and in any case over a range of
maximum to minimum values of 3 to 1.

(v) The amplitude of the comparison
signal shall be varied from a value
which is 0.2 of the amplitude of the ref-
erence signal to a value which is equal
in amplitude to the reference signal.

(vi) Accuracy shall be determined for
the most adverse combination of condi-
tions set forth above.

(vii) Repeatability shall be deter-
mined as that which may be achieved
under the specified test conditions over
a period of 7 days, during which no
calibration or adjustment of the in-
strument, subsequent to the initial
calibration, shall be made.

(viii) The effects of modulation of the
RF signal shall be separately deter-
mined, and shall not be included in es-
tablishing values for accuracy and re-
peatability.
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NoOTE: In paragraph (b)(1) of this section,
the requirement that monitors be capable of
operation in the 535-17056 kHz band shall
apply only to equipment manufactured after
July 1, 1992. Use of a monitor in the 1605-1705
kHz band which is not approved for such op-
eration will be permitted pending the gen-
eral availability of 535-1705 kHz band mon-
itors if a manufacturer can demonstrate, in
the interim, that its monitor performs in ac-
cordance with the standards in this section
on these 10 channels.

(Secs. 4, 5, 303, 48 Stat., as amended, 1066,
1068, 1082 (47 U.S.C. 154, 155, 303))

[38 FR 1917, Jan. 19, 1973, as amended at 49
FR 3999, Feb. 1, 1984; 49 FR 29069, July 18,
1984; 50 FR 32416, Aug. 12, 1985; 50 FR 47054,
Nov. 14, 1985; 51 FR 2707, Jan. 21, 1986; 56 FR
64859, Dec. 12, 1991; 57 FR 43290, Sept. 18, 1992;
60 FR 55480, Nov. 1, 1995; 63 FR 36604, July 7,
1998; 66 FR 20755, Apr. 25, 2001]

§73.54 Antenna resistance and react-
ance measurements.

(a) The resistance of an
omnidirectional series fed antenna is
measured at either the base of the an-
tenna without intervening coupling or
tuning networks, or at the point the
transmission line connects to the out-
put terminals of the transmitter. The
resistance of a shunt excited antenna
may be measured at the point the radio
frequency energy is transferred to the
feed wire circuit or at the output ter-
minals of the transmitter.

(b) The resistance and reactance of a
directional antenna shall be measured
at the point of common radiofrequency
input to the directional antenna sys-
tem after the antenna has been finally
adjusted for the required radiation pat-
tern.

(c) A letter of notification must be
filed with the FCC in Washington, DC,
Attention: Audio Division, Media Bu-
reau, when determining power by the
direct method pursuant to §73.51. The
letter must specify the antenna or
common point resistance at the oper-
ating frequency. The following infor-
mation must also be kept on file at the
station:

(1) A full description of the method
used to make measurements.

(2) A schematic diagram showing
clearly all components of coupling cir-
cuits, the point of resistance measure-
ment, the location of the antenna am-
meter, connections to and characteris-
tics of all tower lighting isolation cir-
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cuits, static drains, and any other fix-
tures connected to and supported by
the antenna, including other antennas
and associated networks. Any network
or circuit component used to dissipate
radio frequency power shall be specifi-
cally identified, and the impedances of
all components which control the level
of power dissipation, and the effective
input resistance of the network must
be indicated.

(d) AM stations using direct reading
power meters in accordance with
§73.51, can either submit the informa-
tion required by paragraph (c) of this
section or submit a statement indi-
cating that such a meter is being used.
Subsequent station licenses will indi-
cate the use of a direct reading power
meter in lieu of the antenna resistance
value in such a situation.

[66 FR 20755, Apr. 25, 2001,as amended at 67
FR 13231, Mar. 21, 2002]

§73.57 Remote reading antenna and
common point ammeters.

Remote reading antenna and com-
mon point ammeters may be used with-
out further authority according to the
following conditions:

(a) Remote reading antenna or com-
mon point ammeters may be provided
by:
(1) Inserting second radio frequency
current sensing device directly in the
antenna circuit with remote leads to
the indicating instruments.

(2) Inductive coupling to radio fre-
quency current sensing device for pro-
viding direct current to indicating in-
strument.

(3) Capacity coupling to radio fre-
quency current sensing device for pro-
viding direct current to indicating in-
strument.

(4) Current transformer connected to
radio frequency current sensing device
for providing direct current to indi-
cating instrument.

(5) Using transmission line current
meter at transmitter as remote reading
ammeter. See paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion.

(6) Using the indications of the an-
tenna (phase) monitor, provided that
when the monitor is used to obtain re-
mote reading indication of non-direc-
tional antenna base current, the mon-
itor calibration can be independently
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made and maintained for each mode of
operation.

(b) Devices used for obtaining remote
reading antenna or common point cur-
rent indications, except antenna mon-
itor coupling elements, shall be located
at the same point as, but below (trans-
mitter side) the associated main am-
meter.

(c) In the case of shunt-excited an-
tennas, the transmission line current
meter at the transmitter may be con-
sidered as the remote antenna amme-
ter provided the transmission line is
terminated directly into the excitation
circuit feed line, which shall employ
series tuning only (no shunt circuits of
any type shall be employed) and inso-
far as practicable, the type and scale of
the transmission line meter should be
the same as those of the excitation cir-
cuit feed line meter (meter in slant
wire feed line or equivalent).

(d) Each remote reading ammeter
shall be accurate to within 2 percent of
the value read on its corresponding
regular ammeter.

(e) All remote reading ammeters
shall conform with the specifications
for regular antenna ammeters.

(f) Meters with arbitrary scale divi-
sions may be used provided that cali-
bration charts or curves are provided
at the transmitter control point show-
ing the relationship between the arbi-
trary scales and the reading of the
main meters.

(g) If a malfunction affects the re-
mote reading indicators of the antenna
or common point ammeter, the oper-
ating power may be determined by a
method using alternative procedures as
described in §73.51.

[41 FR 36817, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 48
FR 38477, Aug. 24, 1983; 49 FR 49850, Dec. 24,
1984; 50 FR 32416, Aug. 12, 1985; 60 FR 55480,
Nov. 1, 1995]

§73.58 Indicating instruments.

(a) Each AM broadcast station must
be equipped with indicating instru-
ments which conform with the speci-
fications described in §73.1215 for deter-
mining power by the direct and indi-
rect methods, and with such other in-
struments as are necessary for the
proper adjustment, operation, and
maintenance of the transmitting sys-
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tem. However, auxiliary transmitters
with a nominal power rating of 100
watts or less are not required to be
equipped with instruments to deter-
mine power by the indirect method
provided that the licensee can deter-
mine the antenna input power at all
times.

(b) Since it is usually impractical to
measure the actual antenna current of
a shunt excited antenna system, the
current measured at the input of the
excitation circuit feed line is accepted
as the antenna current.

(c) The function of each instrument
shall be clearly and permanently
shown on the instrument itself or on
the panel immediately adjacent there-
to.

(d) In the event that any one of these
indicating instruments becomes defec-
tive when no substitute which con-
forms with the required specifications
is available, the station may be oper-
ated without the defective instrument
pending its repair or replacement for a
period not in excess of 60 days without
further authority of the Commission. If
the defective instrument is the an-
tenna current meter of a nondirec-
tional station which does not employ a
remote antenna ammeter, or if the de-
fective instrument is the common
point meter of a station which employs
a directional antenna and does not em-
ploy a remote common point meter,
the operating power shall be deter-
mined by a method described in
§73.51(a)(1) or §73.51(d) during the en-
tire time the station is operated with-
out the antenna current meter or com-
mon point meter. However, if a remote
meter is employed and the antenna
current ammeter or common point
meter becomes defective, the remote
meter can be used to determine oper-
ating power pending the return to serv-
ice of the regular meter.

(e) If conditions beyond the control
of the licensee prevent the restoration
of the meter to service within the
above allowed period, information re-
quested in accordance with §73.3549
may be filed by letter with the FCC in
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Washington, DC, Attention: Audio Di-
vision, Media Bureau, to request addi-
tional time as may be required to com-
plete repairs of the defective instru-
ment.

[41 FR 36817, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 48
FR 38477, Aug. 24, 1983; 49 FR 49850, Dec. 24,
1984; 50 FR 32416, Aug. 12, 1985; 51 FR 2707,
Jan. 21, 1986; 53 FR 2498, Jan. 28, 1988; 63 FR
33876, June 22, 1998; 66 FR 20755, Apr. 25, 2001;
67 FR 13231, Mar. 21, 2002]

§73.61 AM directional antenna field
strength measurements.

(a) Each AM station using a direc-
tional antenna with monitoring point
locations specified in the instrument of
authorization must make field
strength measurements as often as nec-
essary to ensure that the field at each
of those points does not exceed the
value specified in the station author-
ization. Additionally, stations not hav-
ing an approved sampling system must
make the measurements once each cal-
endar quarter at intervals not exceed-
ing 120 days. The provision of this para-
graph supersedes any schedule specified
on a station license issued prior to Jan-
uary 1, 1986. The results of the meas-
urements are to be entered into the
station log pursuant to the provisions
of §73.1820.

(b) If the AM license was granted on
the basis of field strength measure-
ments performed pursuant to §73.151(a),
partial proof of performance measure-
ments using the procedures described
in §73.154 must be made whenever the
licensee has reason to believe that the
radiated field may be exceeding the
limits for which the station was most
recently authorized to operate.

(c) A station may be directed to
make a partial proof of performance by
the FCC whenever there is an indica-
tion that the antenna is not operating
as authorized.

[60 FR 47054, Nov. 14, 1985, as amended at 73
FR 64560, Oct. 30, 2008]

§73.62 Directional antenna system op-
eration and tolerances.

(a) Bach AM station operating a di-
rectional antenna must maintain the
relative amplitudes of the antenna cur-
rents, as indicated by the antenna
monitor, within 5% of the values speci-
fied on the instrument of authoriza-

26

47 CFR Ch. | (10-1-12 Edition)

tion. Directional antenna relative
phases must be maintained within 3 de-
grees of the values specified on the in-
strument of authorization.

(b) In the event of a failure of system
components, improper pattern switch-
ing or any other event that results in
operation substantially at variance
from the radiation pattern specified in
the instrument of authorization for the
pertinent time of day, operation must
be terminated within three minutes
unless power can be reduced suffi-
ciently to eliminate any excessive radi-
ation. See §73.1350(e).

(1) Any variation of operating param-
eters by more than +15 percent sample
current ratio or +10 degrees in phase,
any monitor point that exceeds 125 per-
cent of the licensed limit, or any oper-
ation at variance that results in com-
plaints of interference shall be consid-
ered operation substantially at vari-
ance from the license and will require
immediate corrective action.

(2) [Reserved]

(c) In the event of minor variations
of directional antenna operating pa-
rameters from the tolerances specified
in paragraph (a) of this section, the fol-
lowing procedures will apply:

(1) The licensee shall measure and log
every monitoring point at least once
for each mode of directional operation.
Subsequent variations in operating pa-
rameters will require the remeasuring
and logging of every monitoring point
to assure that the authorized moni-
toring point limits are not being ex-
ceeded. The licensee will be permitted
24 hours to accomplish these actions;
provided that, the date and time of the
failure to maintain proper operating
parameters have been recorded in the
station log.

(2) Provided each monitoring point is
within its specified limit, operation
may continue for a period up to 30 days
before a request for Special Temporary
Authority (STA) must be filed, pursu-
ant to paragraph (c)(4) of this section,
to operate with parameters at variance
from the provisions of paragraph (a) of
this section.

(3) If any monitoring point exceeds
its specified limit, the licensee must ei-
ther terminate operation within three
hours or reduce power in accordance
with the applicable provisions of
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§73.1350(d), in order to eliminate any
possibility of interference or excessive
radiation in any direction.

(4) If operation pursuant to para-
graph (c¢)(3) of this section is necessary,
or before the 30-day period specified in
paragraph (c)(2) of this §expires, the 1i-
censee must request a Special Tem-
porary Authority (STA) in accordance
with section 73.1635 to continue oper-
ation with parameters at variance and/
or with reduced power along with a
statement certifying that all moni-
toring points will be continuously
maintained within their specified lim-
its.

(d) In any other situation in which it
might reasonably be anticipated that
the operating parameters might vary
out of tolerance (such as planned array
repairs or adjustment and proofing pro-
cedures), the licensee shall, before such
activity is undertaken, obtain a Spe-
cial Temporary Authority (STA) in ac-
cordance with §73.1635 in order to oper-
ate with parameters at variance and/or
with reduced power as required to
maintain all monitoring points within
their specified limits.

[72 FR 44422, Aug. 8, 2007]

§73.68 Sampling systems for antenna
monitors.

(a) Each AM station permittee au-
thorized to construct a new directional
antenna system which will be subject
to a proof of performance based on field
strength measurements, as described in
§73.151(a) or (b), must install the sam-
pling system in accordance with the
following specifications:

(1) Devices used to extract or sample
the current and the transmission line
connecting the sampling elements to
the antenna monitor must provide ac-
curate and stable signals to the mon-
itor (e.g., rigidly mounted and non-ro-
tatable loops and all system compo-
nents protected from physical and en-
vironmental disturbances).

(2) Sampling lines for directional an-
tennas may be of different lengths pro-
vided the phase difference of signals at
the monitor are less than 0.5 degrees
between the shortest and longest cable
lengths due to temperature variations
to which the system is exposed.
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(3) Other configurations of sampling
systems may be used upon demonstra-
tion of stable operation to the FCC.

(b) An AM station permittee author-
ized to construct a directional antenna
system which will be subject to a proof
of performance based on moment meth-
od modeling, as described in §73.151(c),
shall install a sampling system con-
forming to the requirements set forth
in that section.

(c) A station having an antenna sam-
pling system constructed according to
the specifications given in paragraph
(a) of this section may obtain approval
of that system by submitting an infor-
mal letter request to the FCC in Wash-
ington, DC, Attention: Audio Division,
Media Bureau. The request for ap-
proval, signed by the licensee or au-
thorized representative, must contain
sufficient information to show that the
sampling system is in compliance with
all requirements of paragraph (a) of
this section.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (c): A public notice
dated December 9, 1985 giving additional in-
formation on approval of antenna sampling
systems is available through the Internet at
hitp://www.fecc.gov/mb/audio/decdoc/letter/1985-
12-09-sample.html.

(d) In the event that the antenna
monitor sampling system is tempo-
rarily out of service for repair or re-
placement, the station may be oper-
ated, pending completion of repairs or
replacement, for a period not exceeding
120 days without further authority
from the FCC if all other operating pa-
rameters and the field monitoring
point values are within the limits spec-
ified on the station authorization.

(e) If the antenna sampling system is
modified or components of the sam-
pling system are replaced, the fol-
lowing procedure shall be followed:

(1) Special Temporary Authority (see
§73.1635) shall be requested and ob-
tained from the Commission’s Audio
Division, Media Bureau in Washington
to operate with parameters at variance
with licensed values pending issuance
of a modified license specifying param-
eters subsequent to modification or re-
placement of components.

(2) Immediately prior to modification
or replacement of components of the
sampling system, and after a
verification that all monitoring point



§73.69

values and operating parameters are
within the limits or tolerances speci-
fied in the rules, the following indica-
tions must be recorded for each radi-
ation pattern: Final plate current and
plate voltage, common point current,
antenna monitor phase and current in-
dications, and the field strength at
each monitoring point. Subsequent to
these modifications or changes the pro-
cedure must be repeated.

(3) If monitoring point field strengths
or antenna monitor parameters exceed
allowable limits following the replace-
ment or modification of that portion of
the sampling system above the base of
the towers, a partial proof of perform-
ance shall be executed in accordance
with §73.154 . The partial proof of per-
formance shall be accompanied by
common point impedance measure-
ments made in accordance with §73.54.

(4) Request for modification of 1li-
cense shall be submitted to the FCC in
Washington, DC, within 30 days of the
date of sampling system modification
or replacement. Such request shall
specify the transmitter plate voltage
and plate current, common point cur-
rent, base currents and their ratios, an-
tenna monitor phase and current indi-
cations, and all other data obtained
pursuant to this paragraph.

(f) If an existing sampling system is
found 