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Explanation

The Code of Federal Regulations is a codification of the general and permanent
rules published in the Federal Register by the Executive departments and agen-
cies of the Federal Government. The Code is divided into 50 titles which represent
broad areas subject to Federal regulation. Each title is divided into chapters
which usually bear the name of the issuing agency. Each chapter is further sub-
divided into parts covering specific regulatory areas.

Each volume of the Code is revised at least once each calendar year and issued
on a quarterly basis approximately as follows:

Title 1 through Title 16.....ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e enes as of January 1
Title 17 through Title 27 as of April 1
Title 28 through Title 41 ..o as of July 1
Title 42 through Title 50....ccciuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e aens as of October 1

The appropriate revision date is printed on the cover of each volume.
LEGAL STATUS

The contents of the Federal Register are required to be judicially noticed (44
U.S.C. 1507). The Code of Federal Regulations is prima facie evidence of the text
of the original documents (44 U.S.C. 1510).

HOW TO USE THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS

The Code of Federal Regulations is kept up to date by the individual issues
of the Federal Register. These two publications must be used together to deter-
mine the latest version of any given rule.

To determine whether a Code volume has been amended since its revision date
(in this case, January 1, 2010), consult the ‘“‘List of CFR Sections Affected (LSA),”
which is issued monthly, and the ‘“‘Cumulative List of Parts Affected,”” which
appears in the Reader Aids section of the daily Federal Register. These two lists
will identify the Federal Register page number of the latest amendment of any
given rule.

EFFECTIVE AND EXPIRATION DATES

Each volume of the Code contains amendments published in the Federal Reg-
ister since the last revision of that volume of the Code. Source citations for
the regulations are referred to by volume number and page number of the Federal
Register and date of publication. Publication dates and effective dates are usu-
ally not the same and care must be exercised by the user in determining the
actual effective date. In instances where the effective date is beyond the cut-
off date for the Code a note has been inserted to reflect the future effective
date. In those instances where a regulation published in the Federal Register
states a date certain for expiration, an appropriate note will be inserted following
the text.

OMB CONTROL NUMBERS
The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96-511) requires Federal agencies
to display an OMB control number with their information collection request.
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Many agencies have begun publishing numerous OMB control numbers as amend-
ments to existing regulations in the CFR. These OMB numbers are placed as
close as possible to the applicable recordkeeping or reporting requirements.

OBSOLETE PROVISIONS

Provisions that become obsolete before the revision date stated on the cover
of each volume are not carried. Code users may find the text of provisions in
effect on a given date in the past by using the appropriate numerical list of
sections affected. For the period before January 1, 2001, consult either the List
of CFR Sections Affected, 1949-1963, 1964-1972, 1973-1985, or 1986-2000, published
in eleven separate volumes. For the period beginning January 1, 2001, a ‘“‘List
of CFR Sections Affected’ is published at the end of each CFR volume.

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

What is incorporation by reference? Incorporation by reference was established
by statute and allows Federal agencies to meet the requirement to publish regu-
lations in the Federal Register by referring to materials already published else-
where. For an incorporation to be valid, the Director of the Federal Register
must approve it. The legal effect of incorporation by reference is that the mate-
rial is treated as if it were published in full in the Federal Register (b U.S.C.
562(a)). This material, like any other properly issued regulation, has the force
of law.

What is a proper incorporation by reference? The Director of the Federal Register
will approve an incorporation by reference only when the requirements of 1 CFR
part 51 are met. Some of the elements on which approval is based are:

(a) The incorporation will substantially reduce the volume of material pub-
lished in the Federal Register.

(b) The matter incorporated is in fact available to the extent necessary to
afford fairness and uniformity in the administrative process.

(c) The incorporating document is drafted and submitted for publication in
accordance with 1 CFR part 51.

What if the material incorporated by reference cannot be found? If you have any
problem locating or obtaining a copy of material listed as an approved incorpora-
tion by reference, please contact the agency that issued the regulation containing
that incorporation. If, after contacting the agency, you find the material is not
available, please notify the Director of the Federal Register, National Archives
and Records Administration, Washington DC 20408, or call 202-741-6010.

CFR INDEXES AND TABULAR GUIDES

A subject index to the Code of Federal Regulations is contained in a separate
volume, revised annually as of January 1, entitled CFR INDEX AND FINDING AIDS.
This volume contains the Parallel Table of Authorities and Rules. A list of CFR
titles, chapters, subchapters, and parts and an alphabetical list of agencies pub-
lishing in the CFR are also included in this volume.

An index to the text of ‘““Title 3—The President’ is carried within that volume.

The Federal Register Index is issued monthly in cumulative form. This index
is based on a consolidation of the ‘“‘Contents’ entries in the daily Federal Reg-
ister.

A List of CFR Sections Affected (LSA) is published monthly, keyed to the
revision dates of the 50 CFR titles.
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REPUBLICATION OF MATERIAL

There are no restrictions on the republication of material appearing in the
Code of Federal Regulations.

INQUIRIES

For a legal interpretation or explanation of any regulation in this volume,
contact the issuing agency. The issuing agency’s name appears at the top of
odd-numbered pages.

For inquiries concerning CFR reference assistance, call 202-741-6000 or write
to the Director, Office of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records
Administration, Washington, DC 20408 or e-mail fedreg.info@nara.gov.

SALES

The Government Printing Office (GPO) processes all sales and distribution of
the CFR. For payment by credit card, call toll-free, 866-512-1800, or DC area, 202-
512-1800, M-F 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. e.s.t. or fax your order to 202-512-2250, 24 hours
a day. For payment by check, write to: US Government Printing Office — New
Orders, P.O. Box 979050, St. Louis, MO 63197-9000. For GPO Customer Service call
202-512-1803.

ELECTRONIC SERVICES

The full text of the Code of Federal Regulations, the LSA (List of CFR Sections
Affected), The United States Government Manual, the Federal Register, Public
Laws, Public Papers, Daily Compilation of Presidential Documents and the Pri-
vacy Act Compilation are available in electronic format via Federalregister.gov.
For more information, contact Electronic Information Dissemination Services,
U.S. Government Printing Office. Phone 202-512-1530, or 888-293-6498 (toll-free). E-
mail, gpoaccess@gpo.gov.

The Office of the Federal Register also offers a free service on the National
Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) World Wide Web site for public
law numbers, Federal Register finding aids, and related information. Connect
to NARA’s web site at www.archives.gov/federal-register. The NARA site also con-
tains links to GPO Access.

RAYMOND A. MOSLEY,
Director,

Office of the Federal Register.
January 1, 2010.



THIS TITLE

Title 5—ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL is composed of three volumes. The parts
in these volumes are arranged in the following order: parts 1-699, 700-1199 and
part 1200-end. The contents of these volumes represent all current regulations
codified under this title of the CFR as of January 1, 2010.

For this volume, Cheryl E. Sirofchuck was Chief Editor. The Code of Federal
Regulations publication program is under the direction of Michael L. White, as-
sisted by Ann Worley.
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SUBCHAPTER A—ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURES

PART 1200—BOARD
ORGANIZATION

Subpart A—General

Sec.

1200.1 Statement of purpose.

1200.2 Board members and duties.

1200.3 How the Board members make deci-
sions.

Subpart B—Offices of the Board

1200.10 Staff organization and functions.

SOURCE: 56 FR 41747, Aug. 23, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 1201 et seq.

§1200.1 Statement of purpose.

The Merit Systems Protection Board
(the Board) is an independent Govern-
ment agency that operates like a
court. The Board was created to ensure
that all Federal government agencies
follow Federal merit systems practices.
The Board does this by adjudicating
Federal employee appeals of agency
personnel actions, and by conducting
special reviews and studies of Federal
merit systems.

[66 FR 41747, Aug. 23, 1991, as amended at 59
FR 65233, Dec. 19, 1994]

§1200.2 Board members and duties.

(a) The Board has three members
whom the President appoints and the
Senate confirms. Members of the Board
serve seven-year terms.

(b) The President appoints, with the
Senate’s consent, one member of the
Board to serve as Chairman and chief
executive officer of the Board. The
President also appoints one member of
the Board to serve as Vice Chairman. If
the office of the Chairman is vacant or
the Chairman cannot perform his or
her duties, then the Vice Chairman
performs the Chairman’s duties. If both
the Chairman and the Vice Chairman
cannot perform their duties, then the

remaining Board Member performs the
Chairman’s duties.

[66 FR 41747, Aug. 23, 1991, as amended at 59
FR 65233, Dec. 19, 1994]

§1200.3 How the Board members make
decisions.

(a) The three Board members make
decisions in all cases by majority vote
except in circumstances described in
paragraphs (b) and (c¢) of this section or
as otherwise provided by law.

(b) When due to a vacancy, recusal or
other reasons, the Board members are
unable to decide any case by majority
vote, the decision, recommendation or
order under review shall be deemed the
final decision or order of the Board.
The Chairman of the Board may direct
the issuance of an order consistent
with this paragraph.

(c) When due to a vacancy, recusal or
other reasons, the Board members are
unable to decide a matter in a case
which does not involve a decision, rec-
ommendation or order, the Chairman
may direct referral of the matter to an
administrative judge or other official
for final disposition.

(d) Decisions and orders issued pursu-
ant to paragraphs (b) and (c) of this
section shall not be precedential.

(e) This section applies only when at
least two Board members are in office.

[69 FR 39937, Aug. 5, 1994]
Subpart B—Offices of the Board

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 1204 (h) and (j).

§1200.10 Staff organization and func-
tions.

(a) The Board’s headquarters staff is
organized into the following offices and
divisions:

(1) Office of Regional Operations.

(2) Office of the Administrative Law
Judge.

(3) Office of Appeals Counsel.

(4) Office of the Clerk of the Board.

(5) Office of the General Counsel.

(6) Office of Policy and Evaluation.

(7) Office of Equal Employment Op-
portunity.



§1200.10

(8) Office of Financial and Adminis-
trative Management.

(9) Office of Information Resources
Management.

(b) The principal functions of the
Board’s headquarters offices are as fol-
lows:

(1) Office of Regional Operations. The
Director, Office of Regional Oper-
ations, manages the adjudicatory and
administrative functions of the MSPB
regional and field offices.

(2) Office of the Administrative Law
Judge. The Administrative Law Judge
hears Hatch Act cases, disciplinary ac-
tion complaints brought by the Special
Counsel, actions against administra-
tive law judges, appeals of actions
taken against MSPB employees, and
other cases that the Board assigns.

(3) Office of Appeals Counsel. The Di-
rector, Office of Appeals Counsel, pre-
pares proposed decisions that rec-
ommend appropriate action by the
Board in petition for review cases,
original jurisdiction cases, and other
cases assigned by the Board.

(4) Office of the Clerk of the Board. The
Clerk of the Board enters petitions for
review and other headquarters cases
onto the Board’s docket and monitors
their processing. The Clerk of the
Board also does the following:

(i) Serves as the Board’s public infor-
mation center, including providing in-
formation on the status of cases, dis-
tributing copies of Board decisions and
publications, and operating the Board’s
Library and on-line information serv-
ices;

(ii) Manages the Board’s records, re-
ports, legal research, and correspond-
ence control programs; and

(iii) Answers requests under the Free-
dom of Information and Privacy Acts
at the Board’s headquarters, and an-
swers other requests for information
except those for which the Office of the
General Counsel or the Office of Policy
and Evaluation is responsible.

(5) Office of the General Counsel. The
General Counsel provides legal advice
to the Board and its headquarters and
regional offices; represents the Board
in court proceedings; prepares proposed
decisions for the Board in cases that
the Board assigns; coordinates legisla-
tive policy and performs legislative li-
aison; responds to requests for non-case

5 CFR Ch. Il (1-1-10 Edition)

related information from the White
House, Congress, and the media; and
plans and directs audits and investiga-
tions.

(6) Office of Policy and Evaluation. The
Director, Policy and Evaluation, car-
ries out the Board’s statutory responsi-
bility to conduct special reviews and
studies of the civil service and other
merit systems in the Executive
Branch, as well as oversight reviews of
the significant actions of the Office of
Personnel Management. The office pre-
pares the Board’s reports of these re-
views and studies, submits them to the
President and the Congress, and makes
them available to other interested in-
dividuals and organizations. The office
is responsible for distributing the
Board’s reports and for responding to
requests for information or briefings
concerning them.

(T) Office of Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity. The Director, Office of Equal
Employment Opportunity, manages the
Board’s equal employment programs.

(8) Office of Financial and Administra-
tive Management. The Office of Finan-
cial and Administrative Management
administers the budget, accounting,
procurement, property management,
physical security, and general services
functions of the Board. It also develops
and coordinates internal management
programs and projects, including re-
view of internal controls agencywide.
It performs certain personnel func-
tions, including policy, training, drug
testing, and the Employee Assistance
Program. It also administers the agen-
cy’s cross-servicing arrangements with
the U.S. Department of Treasury’s Bu-
reau of Public Debt for accounting
services and with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s National Finance Cen-
ter for payroll and personnel action
processing services and with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s APHIS
Business Services for most human re-
sources management services.

(9) Office of Information Resources
Management. The Office of Information
Resources Management develops, im-
plements, and maintains the Board’s
automated information systems.

(c) Regional and Field Offices. The
Board has regional and field offices lo-
cated throughout the country (See Ap-
pendix IT to 5 CFR part 1201 for a list of



Merit Systems Protection Board

the regional and field offices). Judges
in the regional and field offices hear
and decide initial appeals and other as-
signed cases as provided for in the
Board’s regulations.

[62 FR 49589, Sept. 23, 1997, as amended at 64
FR 15916, Apr. 2, 1999; 70 FR 30608, May 27,
2005]

PART 1201—PRACTICES AND
PROCEDURES

Subpart A—Jurisdiction and Definitions

Sec.

1201.1
1201.2
1201.3
1201.4

General.

Original jurisdiction.
Appellate jurisdiction.
General definitions.

Subpart B—Procedures for Appellate
Cases

GENERAL

1201.11 Scope and policy.

1201.12 Revocation, amendment, or waiver
of rules.

1201.13 Appeals by Board employees.

1201.14 Electronic filing procedures.

APPEAL OF AGENCY ACTION; PLEADINGS

1201.21 Notice of appeal rights.

1201.22 Filing an appeal and responses to ap-
peals.

1201.23 Computation of time.

1201.24 Content of an appeal; right to hear-
ing.

1201.25 Content of agency response.

1201.26 Number of pleadings, service, and re-
sponse.

1201.27 Class appeals.

1201.28 Case suspension procedures.

PARTIES, REPRESENTATIVES, AND WITNESSES

1201.31
1201.32
1201.33
1201.34
1201.35
1201.36
1201.37

Representatives.

Witnesses; right to representation.
Federal witnesses.

Intervenors and amicus curiae.
Substituting parties.
Consolidating and joining appeals.
Witness fees.

JUDGES

1201.41
1201.42
1201.43

Judges.
Disqualifying a judge.
Sanctions.

HEARINGS

1201.51
1201.52
1201.53

Scheduling the hearing.

Public hearings.

Record of proceedings.

1201.55 Motions.

1201.56 Burden and degree of proof; affirma-
tive defenses.
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1201.57 Order of hearing.
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EVIDENCE

1201.61 Exclusion of evidence and testi-
mony.

1201.62 Producing prior statements.

1201.63 Stipulations.

1201.64 Official notice.

DISCOVERY

1201.71 Purpose of discovery.

1201.72 Explanation and scope of discovery.

1201.73 Initial disclosures and discovery pro-
cedures.

1201.74 Orders for discovery.

1201.75 Taking depositions.

SUBPOENAS

1201.81
1201.82
1201.83
1201.84
1201.85

Requests for subpoenas.
Motions to quash subpoenas.
Serving subpoenas.

Proof of service.

Enforcing subpoenas.

INTERLOCUTORY APPEALS

1201.91 Explanation.

1201.92 Criteria for certifying interlocutory
appeals.

1201.93 Procedures.

EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS

1201.101 Explanation and definitions.

1201.102 Prohibition on ex parte commu-
nications.

1201.103 Placing communications
record; sanctions.

in the

FINAL DECISIONS

1201.111 Initial decision by judge.
1201.112 Jurisdiction of judge.
1201.113 Finality of decision.

Subpart C—Petitions for Review of Initial
Decisions

1201.114 Filing petition and cross petition
for review.

1201.115 Contents of petition for review.

1201.116 Appellant requests for enforcement
of interim relief.

1201.117 Procedures for review or reopening.

1201.118 Board reopening of case and recon-
sideration of initial decision.

1201.119 OPM petition for reconsideration.

1201.120 Judicial review.

Subpart D—Procedures for Original
Jurisdiction Cases

GENERAL

1201.121 Scope of jurisdiction; application of
subparts B, F, and H.
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SPECIAL COUNSEL DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

1201.122 Filing complaint;
ments on parties.

1201.123 Contents of complaint.

1201.124 Rights; answer to complaint.

1201.125 Administrative law judge.

1201.126 Final decisions.

1201.127 Judicial review.

serving docu-

SPECIAL COUNSEL CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

1201.128 Filing complaint;
ments on parties.

1201.129 Contents of complaint.

1201.130 Rights; answer to complaint.

1201.131 Judge.

1201.132 Final decisions.

1201.133 Judicial review.

serving docu-

SPECIAL COUNSEL REQUESTS FOR STAYS

1201.134 Deciding official; filing stay re-
quest; serving documents on parties.

1201.135 Contents of stay request.

1201.136 Action on stay request.

ACTIONS AGAINST ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
JUDGES

1201.137 Covered actions; filing complaint;
serving documents on parties.

1201.138 Contents of complaint.

1201.139 Rights; answer to complaint.

1201.140 Judge; requirement for finding of
good cause.

1201.141 Judicial review.

1201.142 Actions filed by administrative law
judges.

REMOVAL FROM THE SENIOR EXECUTIVE
SERVICE

1201.143 Right to hearing; filing complaint;
serving documents on parties.

1201.144 Hearing procedures; referring the
record.

1201.145 No appeal.

REQUESTS FOR PROTECTIVE ORDERS

1201.146 Requests for protective orders by
the Special Counsel.

1201.147 Requests for protective orders by
persons other than the Special Counsel.

1201.148 Enforcement of protective orders.

Subpart E—Procedures for Cases Involving
Allegations of Discrimination

1201.151 Scope and policy.

1201.152 Compliance with subpart B proce-
dures.

1201.153 Contents of appeal.

1201.154 Time for filing appeal; closing
record in cases involving grievance deci-
sions.

1201.155 Remand of allegations of discrimi-
nation.

1201.156 Time for processing appeals involv-
ing allegations of discrimination.
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1201.157 Notice of right to judicial review.

REVIEW OF BOARD DECISION

1201.161 Action by the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission; judicial re-
view.

1201.162 Board action on the Commission de-
cision; judicial review.

SPECIAL PANEL

1201.171 Referral of case to Special Panel.

1201.172 Organization of Special Panel; des-
ignation of members.

1201.173 Practices and procedures of Special
Panel.

1201.174 Enforcing the Special Panel deci-
sion.

1201.175 Judicial review of cases decided
under 5 U.S.C. 7702.

Subpart F—Enforcement of Final Decisions
and Orders

1201.181 Authority and explanation.

1201.182 Petition for enforcement.

1201.183 Procedures for processing petitions
for enforcement.

Subpart G—Savings Provisions

1201.191 Savings provisions.

Subpart H—Attorney Fees (Plus Costs, Ex-
pert Witness Fees, and Litigation Ex-
penses, Where Applicable), Con-
sequential Damages, and Compen-
satory Damages

1201.201 Statement of purpose.

1201.202 Authority for awards.

1201.203 Proceedings for attorney fees.

1201.204 Proceedings for consequential dam-
ages and compensatory damages.

1201.205 Judicial review.

APPENDIX I TO PART 1201 [RESERVED]

APPENDIX IT TO PART 1201—APPROPRIATE RE-
GIONAL OR FIELD OFFICE FOR FILING AP-
PEALS

APPENDIX III TO PART 1201—APPROVED HEAR-
ING LOCATIONS BY REGIONAL OFFICE

APPENDIX IV TO PART 1201—SAMPLE DEC-
LARATION UNDER 28 U.S.C. 1746

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 1204, 1305, and 7701, and
38 U.S.C. 4331, unless otherwise noted.

SOURCE: 54 FR 53504, Dec. 29, 1989, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Jurisdiction and
Definitions
§1201.1 General.

The Board has two types of jurisdic-
tion, original and appellate.
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§1201.2 Original jurisdiction.

The Board’s original jurisdiction in-
cludes the following cases:

(a) Actions brought by the Special
Counsel under 5 U.S.C. 1214, 1215, and
1216;

(b) Requests, by persons removed
from the Senior Executive Service for
performance deficiencies, for informal
hearings; and

(c) Actions taken against administra-
tive law judges under 5 U.S.C. 7521.

[64 FR 53504, Dec. 29, 1989, as amended at 62
FR 66814, Dec. 22, 1997]

§1201.3 Appellate jurisdiction.

(a) Generally. The Board has jurisdic-
tion over appeals from agency actions
when the appeals are authorized by
law, rule, or regulation. These include
appeals from the following actions:

(1) Reduction in grade or removal for
unacceptable performance (b CFR part
432; 5 U.S.C. 4303(e));

(2) Removal, reduction in grade or
pay, suspension for more than 14 days,
or furlough for 30 days or less for cause
that will promote the efficiency of the
service. (b CFR part 752, subparts C and
D; 5 U.S.C. 75611-7514);

(3) Removal, or suspension for more
than 14 days, of a career appointee in
the Senior Executive Service (b CFR
part 752, subparts E and F; 5 U.S.C.
7541-7543);

(4) Reduction-in-force action affect-
ing a career appointee in the Senior
Executive Service (b U.S.C. 3595);

(6) Reconsideration decision sus-
taining a negative determination of
competence for a general schedule em-
ployee (5 CFR 531.410; 5 U.S.C. 5335(¢c));

(6) Determinations affecting the
rights or interests of an individual or
of the United States under the Civil
Service Retirement System or the Fed-
eral Employees’ Retirement System (5
CFR parts 831, 839, 842, 844, and 846; 5
U.S.C. 8347(d)(1)-(2) and 8461 (e)(1); and
5 U.S.C. 8331 note, Federal Erroneous
Retirement Coverage Corrections Act)

(7) Disqualification of an employee or
applicant because of a suitability de-
termination (b CFR 731.501);

(8) Termination of employment dur-
ing probation or the first year of a vet-
erans readjustment appointment when:
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(i) The employee alleges discrimina-
tion because of partisan political rea-
sons or marital status; or

(ii) The termination was based on
conditions arising before appointment
and the employee alleges that the ac-
tion is procedurally improper (6 CFR
315.806, 38 U.S.C. 4214(b)(1)(E));

(9) Termination of appointment dur-
ing a managerial or supervisory proba-
tionary period when the employee al-
leges discrimination because of par-
tisan political affiliation or marital
status (6 CFR 315.908(b));

(10) Separation, demotion, or fur-
lough for more than 30 days, when the
action was effected because of a reduc-
tion in force (5 CFR 351.901);

(11) Furlough of a career appointee in
the Senior Executive Service (b6 CFR
359.805);

(12) Failure to restore, improper res-
toration of, or failure to return fol-
lowing a leave of absence an employee
or former employee of an agency in the
executive branch (including the U.S.
Postal Service and the Postal Rate
Commission) following partial or full
recovery from a compensable injury (5
CFR 353.304);

(13) Employment of another appli-
cant when the person who wishes to ap-
peal to the Board is entitled to priority
employment consideration after a re-
duction-in-force action, or after partial
or full recovery from a compensable in-
jury (6 CFR 302.501, 5 CFR 330.209);

(14) Failure to reinstate a former em-
ployee after service under the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 (56 CFR 352.508);

(156) Failure to re-employ a former
employee after movement between ex-
ecutive agencies during an emergency
(5 CFR 352.209);

(16) Failure to re-employ a former
employee after detail or transfer to an
international organization (b CFR
352.313);

(17) Failure to re-employ a former
employee after service under the In-
dian Self-Determination Act (b CFR
352.707);

(18) Failure to re-employ a former
employee after service under the Tai-
wan Relations Act (6 CFR 352.807);

(19) Employment practices adminis-
tered by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement to examine and evaluate the
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qualifications of applicants for ap-
pointment in the competitive service (6
CFR 300.104); and

(20) Reduction-in-force action affect-
ing a career or career candidate ap-
pointee in the Foreign Service (22
U.S.C. 4011).

(b)(1) Appeals under the Uniformed
Services Employment and Reemployment
Rights Act and the Veterans Employment
Opportunities Act. Appeals filed under
the Uniformed Services Employment
and Reemployment Rights Act (Public
Law 103-353), as amended, and the Vet-
erans Employment Opportunities Act
(Public Law 105-339) are governed by
part 1208 of this title. The provisions of
subparts A, B, C, and F of part 1201
apply to appeals governed by part 1208
unless other specific provisions are
made in that part. The provisions of
subpart H of this part regarding awards
of attorney fees apply to appeals gov-
erned by part 1208 of this title.

(2) Appeals involving an allegation that
the action was based on appellant’s
“whistleblowing.’”’ Appeals of actions ap-
pealable to the Board under any law,
rule, or regulation, in which the appel-
lant alleges that the action was taken
because of the appellant’s ‘‘whistle-
blowing”’ [a violation of the prohibited
personnel practice described in 5 U.S.C.
2302(b)(8)), are governed by part 1209 of
this title. The provisions of subparts B,
C, E, F, and G of part 1201 apply to ap-
peals and stay requests governed by
part 1209 unless other specific provi-
sions are made in that part. The provi-
sions of subpart H of this part regard-
ing awards of attorney fees and con-
sequential damages under 5 U.S.C.
1221(g) apply to appeals governed by
part 1209 of this chapter.

(c) Limitations on appellate jurisdic-
tion, collective bargaining agreements,
and election of procedures:

(1) For an employee covered by a col-
lective bargaining agreement under 5
U.S.C. 7121, the negotiated grievance
procedures contained in the agreement
are the exclusive procedures for resolv-
ing any action that could otherwise be
appealed to the Board, with the fol-
lowing exceptions:

(i) An appealable action involving
discrimination under 5 U.S.C. 2302(b)(1),
reduction in grade or removal under 5
U.S.C. 4303, or adverse action under 5
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U.S.C. 7512, may be raised under the
Board’s appellate procedures, or under
the negotiated grievance procedures,
but not under both;

(ii) An appealable action involving a
prohibited personnel practice other
than discrimination under 5 U.S.C.
2302(b)(1) may be raised under not more
than one of the following procedures:

(A) The Board’s appellate procedures;

(B) The negotiated grievance proce-
dures; or

(C) The procedures for seeking cor-
rective action from the Special Counsel
under subchapters II and III of chapter
12 of title 5 of the United States Code.

(iii) Except for actions involving dis-
crimination under 5 U.S.C. 2302(b)(1) or
any other prohibited personnel prac-
tice, any appealable action that is ex-
cluded from the application of the ne-
gotiated grievance procedures may be
raised only under the Board’s appellate
procedures.

(2) Choice of procedure. When an em-
ployee has an option of pursuing an ac-
tion under the Board’s appeal proce-
dures or under negotiated grievance
procedures, the Board considers the
choice between those procedures to
have been made when the employee
timely files an appeal with the Board
or timely files a written grievance,
whichever event occurs first. When an
employee has the choice of pursuing an
appealable action involving a prohib-
ited personnel practice other than dis-
crimination under 5 U.S.C. 2302(b)(1) in
accordance with paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of
this section, the Board considers the
choice among those procedures to have
been made when the employee timely
files an appeal with the Board, timely
files a written grievance under the ne-
gotiated grievance procedure, or seeks
corrective action from the Special
Counsel by making an allegation under
5 U.S.C. 1214(a)(1), whichever event oc-
curs first.

(3) Review of discrimination grievances.
If an employee chooses the negotiated
grievance procedure under paragraph
(c)(2) of this section and alleges dis-
crimination as described at 5 U.S.C.
2302(b)(1), then the employee, after hav-
ing obtained a final decision under the
negotiated grievance procedure, may
ask the Board to review that final deci-
sion. The request must be filed with
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the Clerk of the Board in accordance
with §1201.154.

[54 FR 53504, Dec. 29, 1989, as amended at 56
FR 41748, Aug. 23, 1991; 59 FR 65235, Dec. 19,
1994; 61 FR 1, Jan. 2, 1996; 62 FR 17044, 17045,
Apr. 9, 1997; 62 FR 66814, Dec. 22, 1997; 65 FR
5409, Feb. 4, 2000; 66 FR 30635, June 7, 2001; 70
FR 30608, May 27, 2005; 72 FR 56884, Oct. 5,
2007; 74 FR 9343, Mar. 4, 2009]

§1201.4 General definitions.

(a) Judge. Any person authorized by
the Board to hold a hearing or to de-
cide a case without a hearing, includ-
ing an attorney-examiner, an adminis-
trative judge, an administrative law
judge, the Board, or any member of the
Board.

(b) Pleading. Written submission set-
ting out claims, allegations, argu-
ments, or evidence. Pleadings include
briefs, motions, petitions, attach-
ments, and responses.

(c) Motion. A request that a judge
take a particular action.

(d) Appropriate regional or field office.
The regional or field office of the Board
that has jurisdiction over the area
where the appellant’s duty station was
located when the agency took the ac-
tion. Appeals of Office of Personnel
Management reconsideration decisions
concerning retirement benefits, and ap-
peals of adverse suitability determina-
tions under 5 CFR part 731, must be
filed with the regional or field office
that has jurisdiction over the area
where the appellant lives. Appendix II
of these regulations lists the geo-
graphic areas over which each of the
Board’s regional and field offices has
jurisdiction. Appeals, however, may be
transferred from one regional or field
office to another.

(e) Party. A person, an agency, or an
intervenor, who is participating in a
Board proceeding. This term applies to
the Office of Personnel Management
and to the Office of Special Counsel
when those organizations are partici-
pating in a Board proceeding.

(f) Appeal. A request for review of an
agency action.

(g) Petition for review. A request for
review of an initial decision of a judge.

(h) Day. Calendar day.

(i) Service. The process of furnishing a
copy of any pleading to Board officials,
other parties, or both, by mail, by fac-
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simile, by commercial or personal de-
livery, or by electronic filing (e-filing)
in accordance with §1201.14.

(j) Date of service. The date on which
documents are served on other parties.

(k) Certificate of service. A document
certifying that a party has served cop-
ies of pleadings on the other parties or,
in the case of paper documents associ-
ated with electronic filings under para-
graph (h) of §1201.14, on the MSPB.

(1) Date of filing. A document that is
filed with a Board office by personal
delivery is considered filed on the date
on which the Board office receives it.
The date of filing by facsimile is the
date of the facsimile. The date of filing
by mail is determined by the postmark
date; if no legible postmark date ap-
pears on the mailing, the submission is
presumed to have been mailed five days
(excluding days on which the Board is
closed for business) before its receipt.
The date of filing by commercial deliv-
ery is the date the document was deliv-
ered to the commercial delivery serv-
ice. The date of filing by e-filing is the
date of electronic submission.

(m) Electronic filing (e-filing). Filing
and receiving documents in electronic
form in proceedings within the Board’s
appellate or original jurisdiction in ac-
cordance with §1201.14.

(n) E-filer. A party or representative
who has registered to engage in e-filing
under paragraph (e) of §1201.14.

[64 FR 53504, Dec. 29, 1989, as amended at 58
FR 36345, July 7, 1993; 59 FR 65235, Dec. 19,
1994; 68 FR 59860, Oct. 20, 2003; 69 FR 57628,
Sept. 27, 2004; 73 FR 10129, Feb. 26, 2008]

Subpart B—Procedures for
Appellate Cases

GENERAL

§1201.11 Scope and policy.

The regulations in this subpart apply
to Board appellate proceedings except
as otherwise provided in §1201.13. The
regulations in this subpart apply also
to appellate proceedings and stay re-
quests covered by part 1209 unless
other specific provisions are made in
that part. These regulations also apply
to original jurisdiction proceedings of
the Board except as otherwise provided
in subpart D. It is the Board’s policy
that these rules will be applied in a
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manner that expedites the processing
of each case. It is the Board’s policy
that these rules will be applied in a
manner that ensures the fair and effi-
cient processing of each case.

[74 FR 9343, Mar. 4, 2009]

§1201.12 Revocation,
waiver of rules.

amendment, or

The Board may revoke, amend, or
waive any of these regulations. A judge
may, for good cause shown, waive a
Board regulation unless a statute re-
quires application of the regulation.
The judge must give notice of the waiv-
er to all parties, but is not required to
give the parties an opportunity to re-
spond.

§1201.13 Appeals by Board employees.

Appeals by Board employees will be
filed with the Clerk of the Board and
will be assigned to an administrative
law judge for adjudication under this
subchapter. The Board’s policy is to in-
sulate the adjudication of its own em-
ployees’ appeals from agency involve-
ment as much as possible. Accordingly,
the Board will not disturb initial deci-
sions in those cases unless the party
shows that there has been harmful pro-
cedural irregularity in the proceedings
before the administrative law judge or
a clear error of law. In addition, the
Board, as a matter of policy, will not
rule on any interlocutory appeals or
motions to disqualify the administra-
tive law judge assigned to those cases
until the initial decision has been
issued.

§1201.14 Electronic filing procedures.

(a) General. This section prescribes
the rules and procedures by which par-
ties and representatives to proceedings
within the MSPB’s appellate and origi-
nal jurisdiction may file and receive
documents in electronic form.

(b) Matters subject to electronic filing.
Subject to the registration require-
ment of paragraph (e) of this section,
parties and representatives may use
electronic filing (e-filing) to do any of
the following:

(1) File any pleading, including a new
appeal, in any matter within the
MSPB’s appellate jurisdiction (§1201.3);
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(2) File any pleading in any matter
within the MSPB’s original jurisdic-
tion (§1201.2);

(3) File a petition for enforcement of
a final MSPB decision (§1201.182);

(4) File a motion for an attorney fee
award as a prevailing party (§1201.203);

(5) File a motion for compensatory or
consequential damages (§1201.204);

(6) Designate a representative, re-
voke such a designation, or change
such a designation (§1201.31); or

(7) Notify the MSPB of a change in
contact information such as address
(geographic or electronic mail) or tele-
phone number.

(c) Matters excluded from electronic fil-
ing. Electronic filing may not be used
to:

(1) File a request to hear a case as a
class appeal or any opposition thereto
(§1201.27);

(2) Serve a subpoena (§1201.83); or

(3) File a pleading with the Special
Panel (§1201.173).

(d) Internet is sole venue for electronic
filing. Following the instructions at e-
Appeal Online, the MSPB’s e-Appeal
site (htips://e-appeal.mspb.gov), is the
only method allowed for filing elec-
tronic pleadings with the MSPB. The
MSPB will not accept pleadings filed
by electronic mail (e-mail).

(e) Registration as an e-filer. (1) Reg-
istration as an e-filer constitutes con-
sent to accept electronic service of
pleadings filed by other registered e-fil-
ers and documents issued by the
MSPB. Except when filing a new appeal
within the MSPB’s appellate jurisdic-
tion (§1201.3), no party or representa-
tive may file an electronic pleading
with the MSPB unless he or she has
registered with the MSPB as an e-filer.

(2) With the exception of a designa-
tion of a representative by a party who
is an individual, the exclusive means
for a party or representative to reg-
ister as an e-filer during an MSPB pro-
ceeding is to follow the instructions at
e-Appeal Online (hittps://e-ap-
peal.mspb.gov).

(3) When a party who is an individual
is represented, the party and the rep-
resentative can make separate deter-
minations whether to register as an e-
filer. For example, an appellant may
file and receive pleadings and MSPB
documents by non-electronic means,
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even though his or her representative
has registered as an e-filer. When a
party has more than one representa-
tive, however, all representatives must
choose the same method of service.

(4) A party or representative may
withdraw his or her registration as an
e-filer. Such withdrawal means that,
effective upon the MSPB’s receipt of
this withdrawal, pleadings and MSPB
documents will no longer be served on
that person in electronic form. A with-
drawal of registration as an e-filer may
be filed at e-Appeal Online, in which
case service is governed by paragraph
(j) of this section, or by non-electronic
means, in which case service is gov-
erned by §1201.26(b).

(5) Registration as an e-filer applies
only to a single MSPB appeal or pro-
ceeding. If an appeal is dismissed with-
out prejudice, however, and is later
refiled, an election of e-filing status
will remain in effect. An election of e-
filing status will also remain in effect
for purposes of filing a petition for en-
forcement under Subpart F of this
part, or filing a motion for an attorney
fee award or compensatory or con-
sequential damages under Subpart H of
this Part.

(6) Each e-filer must notify the
MSPB and other participants of any
change in his or her e-mail address.
When done via e-Appeal Online, such
notification is done by selecting the
“Pleading’’ option.

(f) e-Filing not mandatory for e-filers. A
party or representative who has reg-
istered as an e-filer may file any plead-
ing by non-electronic means, i.e., via
postal mail, fax, or personal or com-
mercial delivery.

(g) Form of electronic pleadings—(1)
Options for e-filing. An appellant or rep-
resentative using e-Appeal Online to
file a new appeal within the MSPB’s
appellate jurisdiction (§1201.3) must
complete the structured interview at
that site (https:/e-appeal.mspb.gov). For
all other pleadings, the e-filer has the
option of uploading an electronic file
or entering the text of the pleading on-
line. Regardless of the means of filing a
particular pleading, the e-filer will be
allowed to submit supporting docu-
mentation such as attachments, in ei-
ther electronic or paper form, as de-
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scribed in paragraphs (g)(2), (g)(3), and
(h) of this section.

(2) Electronic formats allowed. The
MSPB will accept numerous electronic
formats, including word-processing and
spreadsheet formats, Portable Docu-
ment Format (PDF), and image files
(files created by scanning). A list of
formats allowed can be found at e-Ap-
peal Online. All electronic documents
must be formatted so that they will
print on standard 8% inch by 11 inch
paper.

(3) Requirements for pleadings with 3 or
more electronic attachments. An e-filer
who uploads 3 or more supporting docu-
ments, in addition to the document
that constitutes the primary pleading,
must identify each attachment, either
by filling out the table for such attach-
ments at e-Appeal Online, or by
uploading the supporting documents in
the form of one or more PDF files in
which each attachment is bookmarked.
Each attachment must be designated
with a brief descriptive label, which
will include exhibit numbers or letters
where appropriate or required, e.g.,
‘“Exh. 4b, Decision Notice.”

(h) Hybrid pleadings that include both
electronic and paper documents. An e-
filer may file a hybrid pleading in
which part of the pleading is submitted
electronically, and part of the pleading
consists of one or more paper docu-
ments filed by non-electronic means.
All components of a hybrid pleading
are subject to applicable time limits. If
one or more parts of a hybrid pleading
are untimely filed, the judge or the
Clerk may reject the untimely part or
parts while accepting timely filed parts
of the same pleading.

(1) Repository at e-Appeal Online. All
notices, orders, decisions, and other
documents issued by the MSPB, as well
as all pleadings filed via e-Appeal On-
line, will be made available to parties
and their representatives for viewing
and downloading at the Repository at
e-Appeal Online. In addition, most
pleadings filed at the petition for re-
view stage of adjudication, and some
pleadings filed at the regional office
level, will be available at the Reposi-
tory. Also available at the Repository
will be an electronic ‘‘docket sheet”
listing all documents issued by the
MSPB to the parties, as well as all
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pleadings filed by the parties, includ-
ing those pleadings that are not avail-
able for viewing and downloading in
electronic form. Access to appeal docu-
ments at the Repository will be limited
to the parties and representatives of
the appeals in which they were filed.

(j) Service of electronic pleadings and
MSPB documents. (1) When MSPB docu-
ments are issued, e-mail messages will
be sent to e-filers that notify them of
the issuance and that contain links to
the Repository where the documents
can be viewed and downloaded. Paper
copies of these documents will not or-
dinarily be served on e-filers. Pleadings
submitted via e-Appeal Online will be
available to parties and representa-
tives at the e-Appeal Online Reposi-
tory, and the MSPB will send e-mail
messages to other e-filers notifying
them of each pleading, with a link to
the Repository. When using e-Appeal
Online to file a pleading, e-filers will be
notified of all documents that must be
served by non-electronic means, and
they must certify that they will serve
all such documents no later than the
first business day after the electronic
submission.

(2) Delivery of e-mail can encounter a
number of failure points. If the MSPB
is advised of non-delivery, it will at-
tempt to redeliver and, if that is unsuc-
cessful, will deliver by postal mail or
other means. E-filers are responsible
for ensuring that e-mail from
@mspb.gov is not blocked by filters.

(3) E-filers are responsible for moni-
toring case activity at the Repository
at e-Appeal Online to ensure that they
have received all case-related docu-
ments.

(k) Documents requiring a signature.
Electronic documents filed by a party
who has registered as an e-filer pursu-
ant to this section shall be deemed to
be signed for purposes of any regula-
tion in part 1201, 1203, 1208, or 1209 of
this chapter that requires a signature.

(1) Affidavits and declarations made
under penalty of perjury. Registered e-
filers may submit electronic pleadings
in the form of declarations made under
penalty of perjury under 28 U.S.C. 1746,
as described in Appendix IV to this
part. If the declarant is someone other
than the e-filer, a physically signed af-
fidavit or declaration should be
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uploaded as an image file, or submitted
separately as a non-electronic docu-
ment under paragraph (h) of this sec-
tion.

(m) Date electronic documents are filed
and served. (1) As provided in §1201.4(1)
of this Part, the date of filing for
pleadings filed via e-Appeal Online is
the date of electronic submission. All
pleadings filed via e-Appeal Online are
time stamped with Eastern Time, but
the timeliness of a pleading is assessed
based on the time zone where the
pleading is being filed. For example, a
pleading filed at 11 p.m. Pacific Time
on August 20 will be stamped by e-Ap-
peal Online as being filed at 2 a.m.
Eastern Time on August 21. However, if
the pleading was required to be filed
with the Western Regional Office on
August 20, it would be considered time-
ly, as it was submitted prior to mid-
night Pacific Time on August 20.

(2) MSPB documents served elec-
tronically on registered e-filers are
deemed received on the date of elec-
tronic submission.

(n) Authority of a judge or the Clerk to
regulate e-filing. (1) In the event that
the MSPB or any party encounters dif-
ficulties filing, serving, or receiving
electronic documents, the judge or the
Clerk of the Board may order one or
more parties to cease filing pleadings
by e-filing, cease serving documents in
electronic form, or take both these ac-
tions. In such instances, filing and
service shall be undertaken in accord-
ance with §1201.26. The authority to
order the cessation of the use of elec-
tronic filing may be for a particular
submission, for a particular time
frame, or for the duration of the pend-
ency of a case.

(2) A judge or the Clerk of the Board
may require that any document filed
electronically be submitted in non-
electronic form and bear the written
signature of the submitter. A party re-
ceiving such an order from a judge or
the Clerk of the Board shall, within 5
calendar days, serve on the judge or
Clerk of the Board by postal mail, by
fax, or by commercial or personal de-
livery a signed, non-electronic copy of
the document.

(0) MSPB reserves the right to revert to
traditional methods of service. The MSPB
may serve documents via traditional
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means—postal mail, fax, personal or
commercial delivery—at its discretion.
Parties and their representatives are
responsible for ensuring that the MSPB
always has their current postal mailing
addresses, even when they have reg-
istered as e-filers.

[73 FR 10129, Feb. 26, 2008]
APPEAL OF AGENCY ACTION; PLEADINGS

§1201.21 Notice of appeal rights.

When an agency issues a decision no-
tice to an employee on a matter that is
appealable to the Board, the agency
must provide the employee with the
following:

(a) Notice of the time limits for ap-
pealing to the Board, the requirements
of §1201.22(c), and the address of the ap-
propriate Board office for filing the ap-
peal;

(b) A copy, or access to a copy, of the
Board’s regulations;

(c) A copy of the MSPB appeal form
available at the Board’s Web site
(http:/www.mspb.gov), and

(d) Notice of any right the employee
has to file a grievance, including:

(1) Whether the election of any appli-
cable grievance procedure will result in
waiver of the employee’s right to file
an appeal with the Board;

(2) Whether both an appeal to the
Board and a grievance may be filed on
the same matter and, if so, the cir-
cumstances under which proceeding
with one will preclude proceeding with
the other, and specific notice that fil-
ing a grievance will not extend the
time limit for filing an appeal with the
Board; and

(3) Whether there is any right to re-
quest Board review of a final decision
on a grievance in accordance with
§1201.154(d).

[74 FR 9343, Mar. 4, 2009]

§1201.22 Filing an appeal and re-
sponses to appeals.

(a) Place of filing. Appeals, and re-
sponses to those appeals, must be filed
with the appropriate Board regional or
field office. See §1201.4(d) of this part.

(b) Time of filing. (1) Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, an appeal must be filed no later
than 30 days after the effective date, if
any, of the action being appealed, or 30
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days after the date of the appellant’s
receipt of the agency’s decision, which-
ever is later. Where an appellant and
an agency mutually agree in writing to
attempt to resolve their dispute
through an alternative dispute resolu-
tion process prior to the timely filing
of an appeal, however, the time limit
for filing the appeal is extended by an
additional 30 days—for a total of 60
days. A response to an appeal must be
filed within 20 days of the date of the
Board’s acknowledgment order. The
time for filing a submission under this
section is computed in accordance with
§1201.23 of this part.

(2) The time limit prescribed by para-
graph (b)(1) of this section for filing an
appeal does not apply where a law or
regulation establishes a different time
limit or where there is no applicable
time limit. No time limit applies to ap-
peals under the Uniformed Services
Employment and Reemployment
Rights Act (Pub. L. 103-353), as amend-
ed; see part 1208 of this title. See part
1208 of this title for the statutory filing
time limits applicable to appeals under
the Veterans Employment Opportuni-
ties Act (Pub. L. 105-339). See part 1209
of this title for the statutory filing
time limits applicable to whistleblower
appeals and stay requests.

(c) Timeliness of appeals. If a party
does not submit an appeal within the
time set by statute, regulation, or
order of a judge, it will be dismissed as
untimely filed unless a good reason for
the delay is shown. The judge will pro-
vide the party an opportunity to show
why the appeal should not be dismissed
as untimely.

(d) Method of filing an appeal. Filing
of an appeal must be made with the ap-
propriate Board office by commercial
or personal delivery, by facsimile, by
mail, or by electronic filing under
§1201.14.

(e) Filing a response. Filing of a re-
sponse must be made with the appro-
priate Board office by commercial or
personal delivery, by facsimile, by
mail, or by electronic filing under
§1201.14.

[64 FR 53504, Dec. 29, 1989]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting §1201.22, see the List of CFR
Sections Affected, which appears in the
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Finding Aids section of the printed volume
and on GPO Access.

§1201.23 Computation of time.

In computing the number of days al-
lowed for filing a submission, the first
day counted is the day after the event
from which the time period begins to
run. If the date that ordinarily would
be the last day for filing falls on a Sat-
urday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, the
filing period will include the first
workday after that date.

Example: If an employee receives a decision
notice that is effective on July 1, the 30-day
period for filing an appeal starts to run on
July 2. The filing ordinarily would be timely
only if it is made by July 31. If July 31 is a
Saturday, however, the last day for filing
would be Monday, August 2.

[64 FR 53504, Dec. 29, 1989, as amended at 59
FR 31109, June 17, 1994]

§1201.24 Content of an appeal; right to
hearing.

(a) Content. Only an appellant, his or
her designated representative, or a
party properly substituted under
§1201.35 may file an appeal. Appeals
may be in any format, including letter
form. An appeal may be filed in elec-
tronic form provided that the require-
ments of §1201.14 have been satisfied.
All appeals must contain the following:

(1) The name, address, and telephone
number of the appellant, and the name
and address of the agency that took
the action;

(2) A description of the action the
agency took and its effective date;

(3) A request for hearing if the appel-
lant wants one;

(4) A statement of the reasons why
the appellant believes the agency ac-
tion is wrong;

(5) A statement of the action the ap-
pellant would like the judge to order;

(6) The name, address, and telephone
number of the appellant’s representa-
tive, if the appellant has a representa-
tive;

(7) The notice of the decision to take
the action being appealed, along with
any relevant documents;

(8) A statement telling whether the
appellant or anyone acting on his or
her behalf has filed a grievance or a
formal discrimination complaint with
any agency regarding this matter; and
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(9) The signature of the appellant or,
if the appellant has a representative, of
the representative. If the appeal is
electronically filed, compliance with
§1201.14 and the directions at the
Board’s e-Appeal site (htips://e-ap-
peal.mspb.gov) satisfy the signature re-
quirement.

(b) An appellant may raise a claim or
defense not included in the appeal at
any time before the end of the con-
ference(s) held to define the issues in
the case. An appellant may not raise a
new claim or defense after that time,
except for good cause shown. However,
a claim or defense not included in the
appeal may be excluded if a party
shows that including it would result in
undue prejudice.

(c) Use of Board form or electronic fil-
ing. An appellant may comply with
paragraph (a) of this section, and with
§1201.31, by completing MSPB Form
185, or by completing all requests for
information marked as required at the
e-Appeal site (https:/e-appeal.mspb.gov).
MSPB Form 185 can be accessed at the
Board’s Web site (hittp:/www.mspb.gov).

(d) Right to hearing. Under 5 U.S.C.
7701, an appellant has a right to a hear-
ing.

(e) Timely request. The appellant must
submit any request for a hearing with
the appeal, or within any other time
period the judge sets for that purpose.
If the appellant does not make a timely
request for a hearing, the right to a
hearing is waived.

[64 FR 53504, Dec. 29, 1989, as amended at 68
FR 59862, Oct. 20, 2003; 69 FR 57629, Sept. 27,
2004]

§1201.25 Content of agency response.

The agency response to an appeal
must contain the following:

(a) The name of the appellant and of
the agency whose action the appellant
is appealing;

(b) A statement identifying the agen-
cy action taken against the appellant
and stating the reasons for taking the
action;

(c) All documents contained in the
agency record of the action;

(d) Designation of and signature by
the authorized agency representative;
and

(e) Any other documents or responses
requested by the Board.
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§1201.26 Number of pleadings, service,
and response.

(a) Number. The appellant must file
two copies of both the appeal and all
attachments with the appropriate
Board office, unless the appellant files
an appeal in electronic form under
§1201.14.

(b) Service—(1) Service by the Board.
The appropriate office of the Board will
mail a copy of the appeal to each party
to the proceeding other than the appel-
lant. It will attach to each copy a serv-
ice list, consisting of a list of the
names and addresses of the parties to
the proceeding or their designated rep-
resentatives.

(2) Service by the parties. The parties
must serve on each other one copy of
each pleading, as defined by §1201.4(b),
and all documents submitted with it,
except for the appeal. They may do so
by mail, by facsimile, by commercial
or personal delivery, or by electronic
filing in accordance with §1201.14. Doc-
uments and pleadings must be served
upon each party and each representa-
tive. A certificate of service stating
how and when service was made must
accompany each pleading. The parties
must notify the appropriate Board of-
fice and one another, in writing, of any
changes in the names, or addresses on
the service list.

(c) Paper sice. Pleadings and attach-
ments must be filed on 8% by 1l-inch
paper, except for good cause shown.
This requirement enables the Board to
comply with standards established for
U.S. courts. All electronic documents
must be formatted so that they will
print on 8% by 11-inch paper.

[64 FR 53504, Dec. 29, 1989; 55 FR 548, Jan. 5,
1990, as amended at 58 FR 36345, July 7, 1993;
68 FR 59862, Oct. 20, 2003; 69 FR 57629, Sept.
27, 2004]

§1201.27 Class appeals.

(a) Appeal. One or more employees
may file an appeal as representatives
of a class of employees. The judge will
hear the case as a class appeal if he or
she finds that a class appeal is the fair-
est and most efficient way to adju-
dicate the appeal and that the rep-
resentative of the parties will ade-
quately protect the interests of all par-
ties. When a class appeal is filed, the
time from the filing date until the
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judge issues his or her decision under
paragraph (b) of this section is not
counted in computing the time limit
for individual members of the potential
class to file individual appeals.

(b) Procedure. The judge will consider
the appellant’s request and any opposi-
tion to that request, and will issue an
order within 30 days after the appeal is
filed stating whether the appeal is to
be heard as a class appeal. If the judge
denies the request, the appellants af-
fected by the decision may file indi-
vidual appeals within 30 days after the
date of receipt of the decision denying
the request to be heard as a class ap-
peal. Each individual appellant is re-
sponsible for either filing an individual
appeal within the original time limit,
or keeping informed of the status of a
class appeal and, if the class appeal is
denied, filing an individual appeal
within the additional 35-day period.

(c) Standards. In determining whether
it is appropriate to treat an appeal as
a class action, the judge will be guided
but not controlled by the applicable
provisions of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure.

(d) Electronic filing. A request to hear
a case as a class appeal and any opposi-
tion thereto may not be filed in elec-
tronic form. Subsequent pleadings may
be filed and served in electronic form,
provided that the requirements of
§1201.14 are satisfied.

[64 FR 53504, Dec. 29, 1989, as amended at 59
FR 31109, June 17, 1994; 62 FR 59992, Nov. 6,
1997; 68 FR 59862, Oct. 20, 2003; 69 FR 57630,
Sept. 27, 2004]

§1201.28

(a) Joint requests. The parties may
submit a joint request for additional
time to pursue discovery or settlement.
Upon receipt of such request, an order
suspending processing of the case for a
period up to 30 days may be issued at
the discretion of the judge.

(b) Unilateral requests. In lieu of par-
ticipating in a joint request, either
party may submit a unilateral request
for additional time to pursue discovery
as provided in this subpart. Unilateral
requests for additional time of up to 30
days may be granted for good cause
shown at the discretion of the judge.

Case suspension procedures.
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(c) Time for filing requests. The parties
must file a joint request that the adju-
dication of the appeal be suspended
within 45 days of the date of the ac-
knowledgment order (or within 7 days
of the appellant’s receipt of the agency
file, whichever date is later).

(d) Untimely requests. The judge may
consider requests for suspensions that
are filed after the time limit set forth
in paragraph (c) of this section. Such
requests may be granted at the discre-
tion of the judge.

(e) Early termination of suspension pe-
riod. The suspension period may be ter-
minated prior to the end of the agreed
upon period if the parties request the
judge’s assistance relative to discovery
or settlement during the suspension pe-
riod and the judge’s involvement pur-
suant to that request is likely to be ex-
tensive.

(f) Limitation on suspension period. No
case may be suspended for more than a
total of 30 days under the provisions of
this section.

(g) Termination after 30 days. If the
final day of the 30-day suspension pe-
riod falls on a day on which the MSPB
is closed for business, adjudication
shall resume as of the first business
day following the expiration of the 30-
day period.

[68 FR 54651, Sept. 18, 2003, as amended at 73
FR 18150, Apr. 3, 2008]

PARTIES, REPRESENTATIVES, AND
WITNESSES

§1201.31 Representatives.

(a) Procedure. A party to an appeal
may be represented in any matter re-
lated to the appeal. Parties may des-
ignate a representative, revoke such a
designation, and change such a des-
ignation in a signed submission, sub-
mitted as a pleading.

(b) A party may choose any rep-
resentative as long as that person is
willing and available to serve. The
other party or parties may challenge
the designation, however, on the
ground that it involves a conflict of in-
terest or a conflict of position. Any
party who challenges the designation
must do so by filing a motion with the
judge within 15 days after the date of
service of the notice of designation.
The judge will rule on the motion be-
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fore considering the merits of the ap-
peal. These procedures apply equally to
each designation of representative, re-
gardless of whether the representative
was the first one designated by a party
or a subsequently designated represent-
ative. If a representative is disquali-
fied, the judge will give the party
whose representative was disqualified a
reasonable time to obtain another one.

(c) The judge, on his or her own mo-
tion, may disqualify a party’s rep-
resentative on the grounds described in
paragraph (b) of this section.

(d)(A) A judge may exclude a party, a
representative, or other person from all
or any portion of the proceeding before
him or her for contumacious mis-
conduct or conduct that is prejudicial
to the administration of justice.

(2) When a judge determines that a
person should be excluded from partici-
pation in a proceeding, the judge shall
inform the person of this determin